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PARISH NEWS  
St Cuthbert, Wells  with  St Mary Magdalene, Wookey Hole 

Linked with the parish of West Livingstone, Zambia

Dear Friends 

At the beginning of this month of February we say thank you 
to the Revd Jennifer Cole for her ministry here at St 
Cuthbert’s and Wookey Hole. She has served for many years 
as Associate Priest while having a role with the diocese 
looking after lay training and development; now that she has 
retired from that role, she is going to focus her ministry on 
those parishes in greater need of clergy cover than our own, 
and which are closer to her home. 

It’s important for all of us to take stock at key moments in our 
lives and reassess our needs and priorities. Retirement may 
be one such occasion, but there are plenty of others when we 
might sense a little window of reflection opening up; an 
opportunity to take in the wider horizon and think longer term. 
In our church calendar this year the month of February is just 
such a window. The festival of Easter wanders around our 
calendar from year to year according to the moon, and can be 
as early as 22nd March or as late as 25th April. Because 
some dates of the church calendar — like Lent — follow the 
date of Easter while others — like Christmas — do not, that 
means that the parts of the year that we call Ordinary Time 
have to expand or contract each year to even things out. This 
year there are four Sundays of Ordinary Time between the 
end of Epiphany at Candlemas (3rd February) and the 
beginning of Lent on Ash Wednesday (6th March). This little 
spell outside of the seasonal time of the church’s year is a 
little chance to get back to normal for a bit, before the 
countdown to Easter begins. 

The thing is, sometimes we’re not so good at taking the time 
out of the routine of life to think about the longer term. If lives 
are busy, or just trundling along as ever with no reason to 
change, then that’s what we do — we just keep on keeping 

on. You might think that the church, with its repeating cycle of 
seasons and festivals, is all about keeping on regardless. But 
the point of having a routine of seasonal themes and stories is 
not to be slaves to the schedule, but to give us a balanced 
diet of reflection and thought across the year. If people ask 
me what my Christian faith gives to me — as people 
sometimes do — one of things that I say is that it keeps me 
balanced. It gives me the time and space, and trains me in 
considering the really important things of life. So, I have 
perspective on the daily things that seem so important at the 
time, but which are in fact just passing. It keeps me secure in 
myself and my values. It keeps my feet firmly planted on the 
ground because I know my place in God’s creation. 

That might sound a bit dull to some people, and there is of 
course a lot more to Christian life and faith than that. But 
actually, a strong sense of identity and purpose is something 
that many people are crying out for in our country. A lack of 
purpose and identity is part of what drives people to take up 
extreme opinions, to demonise those who are different or 
seem to be a threat, or to chase fulfilment in the oblivion of 
addictions. A faith in a God who loves us is what gives us the 
desire to seek the grace of repentance and turn to him, and to 
hear the good news. This is a tremendously precious gift that 
Christians have, and that we should not be shy of sharing. 

So when in church, at home, or wherever you may be you 
when you find the opportunity to pause and reflect, draw on 
that faith and its resources. Give thanks to God for he is good, 
turn to him in repentance, and listen out for his word in your 
life that will keep you firm in your identity as his beloved 
children. 

From the Vicar



    Bubwith Chapel 

1662 Holy Communion is celebrated every Thursday at 
11am in the chapel at Bubwith Almshouse. 

The small group of residents and visitors who worship 
there each week would love you to join them. 

To find the chapel go through the church yard and into 
the main entrance to the Bubwith site. Go along the 
passageway between the two buildings and turn right. 
Walk through the beautiful “secret” garden and the 
chapel is the last door on the left. 

Patsy Barrow 

Lift to Church 
We have a number of parishioners who are finding it difficult 
to get to church for the Sunday morning service. We are 
exploring the possibility of creating a rota of people willing to 
offer others a lift to and from church. We realise that a weekly 
commitment can be too onerous, so we are looking for 
volunteer drivers to offer a lift one Sunday a month. 

Please have a word with one of us if you think you can help. 

Patsy and  Antonia 

St Cuthbert’s Ladies’ Group 
Another year has passed, and it is Annual General Meeting 
time! Clare Cowlin opened with a reading about Mary and 
Martha, then prayers. 

Twenty-eight members attended; we wish a swift return to 
good health to Aileen Thomasson, Hilary Page, Jean Brown 
and Pauline Robins. We have news that Margaret Rice is now 
happily residing in The Cider Barn, West Pennard and would 
be pleased for anyone to visit. 

Our charity events raised £427, which has been donated to 
the Almshouses Chapel Renovation Fund. Our new project 
will be for Dairy House, Stratton-on-the-Fosse, which 
provides accommodation and rehabilitation for homeless 
persons. 

The committee was voted back in again en bloc, but anyone 
who would like to contribute would be welcome. Ideas for 
future speakers and outings would also be helpful. 

Hopefully our next meeting will be our Annual Dinner, but as 
we have lost a number of members Fay has to contact the 
venue to see if they will take a reduced number. Everyone will 
be advised shortly. 

Maureen 

A New Year, a New Electoral Roll. 
Under the Church Representation Rules, every parish is 
required to compile a completely new Electoral Roll every six 
years. This year, 2019, is the year this has to be done. So, 
please look out for the formal notices in February, collect an 
Electoral Roll application form from church, fill in your details 
and pass to the Electoral Roll Officer by the closing date 

shown on the notice. Even if you are on the existing Roll, you 
need to fill in a form again. 

Joining the Electoral Roll is a practical symbol of commitment 
to the church. It allows us to take part in decisions which 
affect the church and parish, to take part in the Annual 
Parochial Church Meeting, and to stand for the Parochial 
Church Council. 

Phil Vivash – Electoral Roll Officer – St Cuthbert’s 

Christian Meditation at St Cuthbert’s 

The Way It Is 
There’s a thread that you follow. It goes among 
things that change. But it doesn’t change. 
People wonder about what you are pursuing. 
You have to explain about the thread. 
But it is hard for others to see. 
While you hold it you can’t get lost. 
Tragedies happen; people get hurt 
or die; and you suffer and get old. 
Nothing you do can stop time’s unfolding. 
You don’t ever let go of the thread.   
(William Stafford) 
  
The Christian Meditation group meets in the Trinity 
Chapel from 9.30 to 10.30 on the first and third Thursday 
of the month. Each session begins with a reflection, 
followed by 25 minutes of silence and a closing poem 
and prayer. Everyone is welcome to join us. For more 
information contact Carol (cjhince@btinternet.com) 

 From the Registers 2018-2019 
Funerals and Memorial Services 

November  5  Josephine Daniels 

November 26  Gaythorne Lane 

December 11  Sybil Ambrosini 

December 19   Eileen Arnold 

January 17   Audrey Price 

PA
R

IS
H

 N
E

W
S

  F
eb

ru
ar

y 
 2

01
9

Home Communion 
If you know of anyone who is unable to get to 
church and would appreciate receiving Holy 

Communion at home, please contact either the 
Parish Office (01749 676906 or email 

office@stcuthbertswells.co.uk),  
or Alistair Glanvile (01749 870321). 

Lay Pastoral Assistants 
The Team are happy to visit anyone in the 

Benefice who is lonely, unwell or bereaved. 

Please contact us via St Cuthbert’s Parish 
Office, telephone 01749 676906 

Patsy Barrow

mailto:cjhince@btinternet.com
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Taking care of God’s gift 
This Lent as a diocese we will be thinking in different ways 
about what it means to care for the world in which we live. 
Our care for the environment and for all that God has created 
is an obligation for us as Christians and part of our response 
to the gospel.   

Reference is sometimes made to the Five Marks of Mission 
and one aspect of mission is ‘to strive to safeguard the 
integrity of creation, and sustain and renew the life of the 
earth.’ What we now know about climate change and the 
impact we humans make on the world we live in, means 
that it is imperative that we take this responsibility seriously. 
The Earth is our home. It is beautiful beyond words. It is 
God’s gift to us and so we must take care of it! The Psalmist 
reminds us that: ‘The earth is the Lord’s, and everything in 
it, the world, and all who live in it.’ (Psalm 24:1) 

President Barack Obama recently said: “For the sake of our 
children and our future, we must do more to combat climate 
change … we must act before it’s too late.” He was not 
seeking to be alarmist in saying this, he was reminding us 
that climate change is already affecting agriculture, water 
resources, forests, wildlife, and coastal areas and also 
having a serious detrimental impact on human health.  

We do need to be more responsible, more faithful and more 
diligent in the way we care for God’s creation for a number 
of reasons. Firstly, a clean environment is essential for 
healthy living. Secondly, as the overall temperature of 
Earth’s atmosphere and oceans increases so too does the 
frequency of dangerous weather patterns and devastating 
storms. We are stewards of what God has given us and we 
have a responsibility for future generations and we cannot 
deny that the way we live is stoking up problems for our 
children, grandchildren and all who follow after us. 
Biodiversity, the variety of plants, animals, and other living 
things in our world, is important and we know that human 
activities are having a negative impact on it. Finally, it 
matters because the way we treat the environment also 
mirrors the way we treat each other. Mahatma Gandhi the 
Indian civil rights activist once said: “What we are doing to 
the forests of the world is a mirror reflection of what we are 
doing to ourselves and to one another.” 

So what might it look like to show that we care about the 
environment? I have found these three simple words helpful 
as I have thought about this. The three Rs: reduce, reuse, 
and recycle. Those are three words we might think about 
this Lent. 

With	warm	greetings,	

The	Right	Revd	Peter	Hancock 
Bishop	of	Bath	and	Wells	

Archdeaconry Days 
This is a reminder to ensure that people from your church 
have booked on one of the Archdeaconry Days, which take 
place on February 9th (morning in Taunton), and February 11th 
(morning in Bath and afternoon in Frome) 

The day is focused on exploring ways of improving the 
connection of our faith and church life to our everyday life.  

During the day, we will: 

• Discuss together the dilemmas that we face in living our 
faith everyday. 

• Hear about the key learning from the Setting God’s People 
Free report from a national Church of England 
speaker. 

• Share in biblical reflection and prayer 

• Hear about, and take away, practical tools for parishes to try 
including the “Seven small shifts”. 

You do not need to attend the day in your own archdeaconry 
if another one is more convenient for you.  Please use the 
links below  to book your place/s. 

Taunton      Saturday 9 February 2019, 9.30am - 12.30pm 
        St James Taunton TA1 1JS 

Bath            Monday 11 February 2019, 9.30am - 12.30pm      
  St Luke’s Bath BA2 2BD 

Wells           Monday 11 February 2019, 1.30pm - 4.30pm        
  Holy Trinity Frome BA11 3DE 

This is an exciting new opportunity for key local church 
leaders (lay and ordained) to come together, for 
encouragement, support and new ideas. We hope that a 
group from your parish will be able to attend: your clergy have 
been invited, so do talk with them about bringing a team if you 
haven’t already booked. 

I look forward to seeing a group from your parish at one of the 
sessions. 

With best wishes 

The Venerable Anne Gell 
Archdeacon of Wells 

Do you enjoy meeting people and being 
helpful? 

Various events are held at St Cuthbert’s which need 
stewards/vergers.  These include funerals during the day and 
evening concerts.  It is a very satisfying role to play, and is 
definitely one which contributes to the church’s mission of 
welcome.  

At the moment one or two people cover all the events, but it 
would be lovely to have a team of people to call upon.   

The duties are not onerous or difficult and full training, 
guidance and support will be given.  Each verger/steward 
might only be asked once or twice a year.  Rates of pay are 
not bad:  £40 for a funeral and £25 plus free ticket for evening 
events. 

If you are even a little bit interested please do come and find 
out more at a ‘no commitment’ meeting in the Trinity Chapel 
at 11.30 on Sunday 10th February.   

Sam and Antonia 

	Home Communion 
If you know of anyone who is unable to get to church and 
would appreciate receiving Holy Communion at home, please 
contact either the Parish Office (676906, or email 
office@stcuthbertswells.co.uk),  or phone Alistair Glanvile 
(870321). 
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Letter from St Mary Magdalene 

Our Christmas services are past, the star packed away for 
next year and the tree consigned to oblivion, but we have 
one Epiphany gift in the church with us still and remaining for 
the future. St John's church in Glastonbury is having a 
mammoth reordering and getting rid of its pews. Through the 
good offices of Lucille Scott, daughter of the late Pam Scott, 
we have been given their padded pew runners which are 
now in place throughout St Mary Magdalene. If you have not 
yet sampled their comfort and  admired the colour they have 
brought to the building , do join us for a service. 

Elizabeth 

Wookey Hole WI—January  meeting 

Jill welcomed everyone back after the Christmas holiday 
although our numbers were depleted, mainly due to illness.  

Members were thanked for the extra items that they had 
given to the  Food Bank. We were told that extra parcels 
were able to be provided to those in need over the Christmas 
period. 

It was Resolution voting time and we quickly completed our 
choices. 

Our speaker was Christina Blackwill who demonstrated 'The 
Great British Shake Off'......Keep Fit with Shakers. Tina visits 
many different groups and she soon had us joining in with 
her as we shook our shakers in time to the music. She was 
careful to warn us not to move any parts of us that hurt and 
several of us made mental notes to protect our vulnerable 
'bits'. We didn't need to worry though as it was fun, gentle 

and enjoyable. It was probably the nearest thing we shall get 
to being Cheer Leaders ! 

Pauline J thanked her for an entertaining afternoon . 

The competition to make a pom-pom reminded us of the 
cardboard milk bottle tops that we used in the past. There 
was even a hole in the middle for the straw: 

1st Jill D ....2nd Pat  B.....3rd ....Myrtle S 

Flower of the Month:  
1st  Elizabeth R ...2nd  Jill D.....3rd  Pat B  

It appears that our gardens are still providing lovely blooms. 

Jill Deane 

New Boys’ Hostel opened by RTU 

Representatives of St Cuthbert, Ss Joseph & Teresa and 
Wells Rotary were among others who took part last month in 
the opening of the new Boys’ Hostel at ‘Reaching the 
Unreached of Village India’ (RTU) in Tamil Nadu, South India.  

Father Antony Paulsamy expressed his profound gratitude to 
all who had contributed to filling a much-needed gap in their 
ability to help some of the most deprived children in their 
area. 

	Bishops call for a change of tone on 
Brexit debate   

The Church of England bishops who recently met in London 
made the following statement: 

‘The bishops of the Church of England pray for national unity 
– and courage, integrity and clarity for our politicians. We call 
on the country to consider the nature of our public 
conversation. It is time to bring grace and generosity back to 
our national life. 

‘At the heart of the Christian message is Jesus’ command to 
love our neighbour. This includes those with whom we agree 
and disagree – at home, in Europe, and further afield. We 
urge everyone – our political leaders and all of us – to bring 
magnanimity, respect and reconciliation to our national 
debate. 

‘There is now an urgent need for the United Kingdom to 
recover a shared vision and identity to help us find a way 
through the immediate challenges. 

‘Regardless of what happens next with Brexit, the Church of 
England, alongside many other churches and other agencies 
striving for the common good, will be at the heart of local 
communities; educating one million children, providing 
33,000 social action projects and running 16,000 churches 
across the country. Above all else, we will continue to 
support the most vulnerable and share Christ’s love with all.’ 
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2 February - The Presentation of Christ in 
the Temple / Candlemas 

In bygone centuries, Christians said their last farewells to 
the Christmas season on Candlemas, 2 February.  This is 
exactly 40 days after Christmas Day itself. 

In New Testament times 40 days old was an important age 
for a baby boy: it was when they made their first ‘public 
appearance’.  Mary, like all good Jewish mothers, went to 
the Temple with Jesus, her first male child - to ‘present Him 
to the Lord’.  At the same time, she, as a new mother, was 
‘purified’.  Thus, we have the Festival of the Presentation of 
Christ in the Temple. 

So where does the Candlemas bit come in? Jesus is 
described in the New Testament as the Light of the World, 
and early Christians developed the tradition of lighting 
many candles in celebration of this day.  The Church also 
fell into the custom of blessing the year’s supply of candles 
for the church on this day - hence the name, Candlemas. 

The story of how Candlemas began can be found in Luke 
2:22-40.   Simeon’s great declaration of faith and 
recognition of who Jesus was is of course found in the 
Nunc Dimittis, which is embedded in the Office of Evening 
Prayer in the West.  But in medieval times, the Nunc 
Dimittis was mostly used just on this day, during the 
distribution of candles before the Eucharist.  Only gradually 
did it win a place in the daily prayer life of the Church. 

 ‘The Presentation in the Temple’ by 
Guercino 

This month of February opens with the celebration of 
Candlemas. On the 2nd we recall that special moment of 
enlightenment when Mary and Joseph bring Jesus to the 
temple. They meet Simeon, who represents the waiting 
people of Israel – a nation looking for a better world now 
that the holy city was in the hands of Roman invaders.  

Simeon clung to the hope that God would come to bring 
freedom and a new life. When it came, there was no 
fanfare, no warning. St Luke in his Gospel tells us of an 
ordinary family from faraway Nazareth who go to Jerusalem 
to perform the religious duties for the firstborn son. But in 
their encounter with Simeon we see and hear something 
extraordinary. 

The scene is captured in this beautiful painting of 1623 that 
hangs in the National Gallery: ‘The Presentation in the 
Temple’ by Guercino. The artist Giovanni Barbieri had the 
curious nickname Guercino which means ‘Squinty.’ Why 
squinty, we are not sure, for all is clear and lyrical in this 
work.  

At the base of the canvas we see the turtle doves with two 
ducks, but the heart of the scene focuses on Mary, Joseph 
and Simeon linked by the Christ-Child. Notice the gentle 
hands of Mary, the strong, supportive hands of Joseph, and 
the outstretched, waiting hands of Simeon. He may be an 
old man, but he is ready to welcome the babe, who is 
offered as a sign of hope and light for the future. A candle 
burns at the right side to emphasise the light shed by this 
meeting of infancy and old age.  

St Luke by tradition was an artist himself, depicting the 
stories of his gospel with the deft strokes of a painter. In this 
scene the words of the evangelist and the skill of a 17th 
century Italian artist tell us that, at whatever age we are, we 
can also find light and hope as we offer our hands and our 
hearts to welcome the Christ-Child.  

A Prayer Before Sleep 
Watch, dear Lord, 

With those who wake, or watch, 

Or weep tonight. 

And give your angels charge 

Over those who sleep. 

Tend your sick ones, O Lord Christ, 

Rest your weary ones,  

Bless your dying ones, 

Soothe your suffering ones. 

And all for your love’s sake,         Amen 
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Home Library Service 
  
Bringing library books to the doorstep – the Home Library 
Service is a free service run in partnership with the Royal 
Voluntary Service and Somerset’s Library Service. It is 
available to anyone who cannot easily get to the library, 
often those who are vulnerable or who may have disabilities 
or mobility needs. This is such a great service for people 
who love to read but can do longer get to the library. A 
volunteer will deliver and collect books which the person 
would like. 

If you know someone who would benefit from this service, 
please contact Kirsty Jenssen, Service Manager for the 
Somerset Home Library Service on mobile 07920 250834 or 
by e-mail on:    kirsty.jenssen@royalvoluntaryservice.org.uk  

Lynn     Tel: 01749 671456 

WOOKEY HOLE CINEMA FILM 
THURSDAY 14th February 

7.30pm Madame (PG) 

A wealthy American couple prepare a luxurious dinner at 
their Parisian manor house. To avoid an unlucky number, 
they ask their loyal maid to masquerade as a wealthy 
Spanish heiress. Rossy de Palma shines as the maid in this 
off beat romantic comedy. 

Come and join us at Wookey Hole Community Hall at 
the bottom of School Hill 

Doors open 30min before film.  Tickets on the door £6, 
under 18’s £3 

More info and a trailer 
at wookeyholecinemaclub.weebly.com 

Sure prognosis 
'Doctor,' said the worried woman, 'I'd like you to evaluate my 
13-year-old son.' 

'OK. He's suffering from a transient psychosis with 
intermittent rage disorder, punctuated by episodic radical 
mood swings, but his prognosis is excellent for a full 
recovery.' 

'How can you say all that without even meeting him?' 

'I thought you said he's 13? 

Some miscellaneous observations on 
modern life... 

A cabbie is a fare-minded person.  

A closed mouth gathers no foot.  

A dentist and a manicurist fought tooth and nail. 

A fine is a tax for doing wrong. A tax is a fine for doing well.   

A job at the nursery can lead to a budding career.  

A man said his credit card was stolen but he decided not to 
report it because the thief was spending less than his wife 
did.  

A will is a dead giveaway.  

According to my calculations, the problem doesn't exist. 

Age doesn't always bring wisdom. Sometimes age comes 
alone.  

  
Valentine present 

Man in car showroom:  I’ve come back to buy that car you 
showed me yesterday. 

Sales assistant: That’s fine, I thought you’d be back.  Tell 
me, what was the dominant feature which made you decide 
on this car? 

My wife. 

Broker 
‘Quick, get my broker, Miss Jones.’ 

‘Yes sir.  Stock or pawn? 
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On how to survive a parish retreat 
  
The Rectory 
St James the Least 

  
My dear Nephew Darren 

We have just returned from our annual parish three-day 
silent retreat at St Epiphanius’ Priory.  We had the usual 
attendees: those husbands who see it as an opportunity to 
stop their wives talking, however briefly; those wives who 
can keep their husbands temporarily from the 19th hole at the 
golf club; and those who want to see if it might be a suitable 
home in which to park an inconvenient relative. 

It can come as quite a shock for first-timers: the ladies are 
appalled to discover that there is neither coffee shop nor 
hairdressers, and the men that there is no bar or billiards 
table. The resident community certainly frowned on the four 
men among us who were discovered silently pushing a car 
down the drive late one evening before starting it at the main 
gates as they escaped to the nearest pub. Those of us who 
are older hands know to bring our own supplies – carefully 
wrapped, so that the clinking of bottles is not too obvious as 
one ascends the main staircase. The near universal retreat 
to bedrooms before dinner is less an opportunity for quiet 
reflection and more one for a restorative sherry. 

The more experienced also know that temperatures in the 
house are Siberian. All the movement and hand waving 
during Services is less charismatic enthusiasm and more an 
attempt to maintain blood flow to the extremities. The series 
of addresses were given by an aged member of the 
community.  That some of our party fell asleep during the 
addresses was excusable; that the person giving them also 
occasionally did so, was not. 

During one stroll round the gardens, I noticed clouds of 
smoke coming from behind the hedges near the chapel. My 
hope that it was parishioners experimenting with incense to 
be used in church on our return was soon crushed when I 
found it was a group of hardened parishioners topping up 
their nicotine levels. Seeing them nervously huddled in the 
shrubbery made one think of schools and bike sheds. I now 
find it difficult not to picture them all in short trousers and 
wearing caps.  

And so we return, knowing that we have done our bit once 
again for the spiritual vigour of the parish, and also that three 
days of vegetarian cooking will mean a long queue at the 
village butchers tomorrow morning. 

Your loving uncle,  

Eustace 

Why teenagers worry 
One teenager was talking to another, 'I'm really concerned. 
My father slaves away at his job so I'll never want for 
anything, and down the years has set aside thousands of 
pounds so that I can go to university. And my mother spends 
every day washing and ironing and cleaning up after me. 
She even takes care of me when I'm sick.' 

The other teenager said: 'Sounds perfect – so what are you 
worried about?' 

The first teenager replied: 'I'm afraid that one day they might 
try to escape.' 

*  *  * 

Feet smell? Nose runs? Hey, you're upside down! 

	QWERTY celebrates a big birthday 

The inventor of the QWERTY keyboard – now almost 
universally adopted in English-speaking countries – was 
born 200 years ago, on 14th February 1819, in Pennsylvania. 
Christopher Latham Scholes was an Episcopalian who could 
trace his ancestry back to two of the original Mayflower 
pilgrims, John and Priscilla Alden. 

Although he did not invent the typewriter from scratch, 
Scholes was instrumental in developing a successful working 
model. Vital to this was his changing the keyboard, which 
was originally in alphabetical order but had a tendency to 
jam. Scholes rearranged the levers so that frequently used 
keys would not interfere with each other. 

Scholes started out as a printer and then, after moving to 
Wisconsin, became a newspaper publisher. He served two 
terms as a Senator for Wisconsin, one as a Democrat and 
one as a Republican. 

His typewriter was not a commercial success until he joined 
forces with the Remington company, selling them half his 
rights for $12,000. In 1878 he added a shift key so that the 
writer could switch easily between capitals and lower-case 
letters. He died in 1890, probably of tuberculosis. 

Heaven’s reward 
A taxi driver and a minister from the same village died and 
went to heaven.  St Peter met them at the gate.  He gave a 
kindly smile to the minister, but threw his arms around the 
taxi driver, and several angels rushed out to carry the taxi 
driver in triumph through the pearly gates.    

The minister was miffed. He wanted to know why his 
welcome was so much less, considering he had spent his life 
working for the Kingdom of Heaven. ‘Indeed, you did,’ said 
St Peter soothingly, ‘and you did a good job.  But sadly, you 
came nowhere near to what this taxi driver achieved for us 
up here in Heaven.   

‘But – but – he has never preached even once,’ protested 
the minister. 

‘True, but while over the years your ministry inspired about 
30 people to pray with real fervour, this taxi driver inspired 
thousands.  Anyone, in fact, who got into the back of his taxi 
for a drive.’ 
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 Zacchaeus  
A chap named Zacchaeus was short 

Too short to see Jesus, so thought 

In order to see, 

He’d climb up a tree 

And in Jesus' sight he was caught. 

  
‘Zacchaeus! Come down from your tree! 

I’m coming to dinner, you see!’ 

He went for His dinner 

To the home of a sinner! 

(A sinner like you and like me.) 

  
Zacchaeus, the worst of the worst, 

To such as him Jesus came first 

The sinner lamented 

And then he repented, 

And so he was no longer cursed! 

  
By Nigel Beeton 

Rice 
A man who had been dating a girl for a number of years 
took her out to a Chinese restaurant.  As they studied the 
menu he asked: ‘How would you like your rice, fried or 
boiled?’ 

She looked at him sadly. ‘Thrown.’ 

Sin 
A young minister, serving his first church, noticed that one 
of his flock had been absent from services several 
Sundays in a row, so he decided to see her and ask the 
reason.   

The old woman shook her head and looked at him 
pityingly. “Son,” she said, “you can’t help me.  You are not 
old enough to have sinned enough to have repented 
enough to be able to preach about it.” 
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Deadline for Parish News articles : the 12th of each month,  
Please support the advertisers with your custom, and tell 

 them you found them in this magazine. 
To advertise your business in these pages,  

please phone the editor, Bob Haigh, on 01749 677038  
or email bob@thehaighs.me.uk 

DIARY FOR  FEBRUARY 2019 

 Friday	 1	 7.30pm	 	 The	Cuthbert	Quiz	-	St	Thomas’s	Church	Hall	
		
Sunday	 3	 The	Presentation	of	Christ	in	the	Temple		
	 	 8.00am	 	 1662	Holy	Communion	-	St	Cuthbert	
	 	 10.30am	 	 Parish	Eucharist	(followed	by	a	Parish	Lunch)	-	St	Cuthbert			 	 	
	 	 11.00am	 	 Parish	Eucharist	-	Wookey	Hole	
	 	 	
Wednesday	 6	 					10.00am	 	 Holy	Communion	-	Trinity	Chapel	
	 	 11.00am	 	 Visit	by	Somerton	U3A	
Thursday	 7	 9.30am	 	 Meditation	Group	-	Trinity	Chapel	
	 	 11.00	am	 	 1662	Holy	Communion	-	Bubwith	Chapel	
	 	 	
Sunday	 10	 Fourth	Sunday	before	Lent	 	
	 	 10.00am	 	 Parish	Eucharist	(followed	by	the		Fairtrade	stall)	-	St	Cuthbert		
	 	 11.00am	 	 Parish	Eucharist	-	Wookey	Hole	
	 	 12	noon	 	 Steward,	verger	training	-	St	Cuthbert	
		
Monday	 11	 7.30pm	 	 CTWA	Forum	at	St	Thomas’s	
Wednesday	 13	 					10.00am	 	 Holy	Communion	-	Trinity	Chapel	
Thursday	 14	 					11.00am		 	 1662	Holy	Communion	-	Bubwith	Chapel	
	 	 2.00pm	 	 Standing	Committee		-	St	Cuthbert	
	 	 	
Sunday	 17	 Third	Sunday	before	Lent	
	 	 10.00am	 	 Parish	Eucharist	-	St	Cuthbert		
	 	 11.00am	 	 Matins	-	Wookey	Hole	
	 	 12	noon	 	 Baptism	of	Cassey	Amber	Nash	
	 	 6.30pm	 	 CTWA	United	Service	-	Ss	Joseph	&	Teresa	
	 	 	 	 	
Tuesday	 19	 					11.00am	 	 Kitchen	group	-	St	Cuthbert	
	 																		 	 		TBC	 	 Ladies’	Group	Annual	Dinner	
Wednesday		 20	 				10.00am	 	 Holy	Communion	-	Trinity	Chapel	
Thursday	 21	 						9.30am	 	 Meditation	Group	-	Trinity	Chapel	
	 				11.00am	 	 1662	Holy	Communion	-	Bubwith	Chapel	

Sunday	 24	 Second	Sunday	before	Lent	
	 																																																		10.00am	 	 Parish	Eucharist	-	St	Cuthbert		
	 																																																		11.00am	 	 Parish	Eucharist	(said)	-	Wookey	Hole	
		
Monday	 25	 					9.30am	 	 LPA	meeting	-	St	Cuthbert	 	
Wednesday	 27	 			10.00am	 	 Holy	Communion	-	Trinity	Chapel	
Thursday	 28	 					9.30am	 	 Welcome	Group	-	St	Cuthbert	

Editorial note: 
Views expressed in articles in this magazine are the 
views of the authors, and do not necessarily express 
the views of the Clergy, Churchwardens or PCC of St 
Cuthbert’s Church.
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Editorial – help needed 
I am still looking for someone who is computer-literate, is 
familiar with desk-top publishing (or is willing to learn) and 
would relish playing a part in informing and entertaining our 
readers in and around the benefice. If you feel that you would 
like to ‘have a go’, please contact me by phone, email or 
personally – my details are in ‘Who’s Who in St Cuthbert’ 
under Parish News Editor. I will be happy to give you all the 
help you need to ease into this interesting job and put your 
own stamp on the magazine. 

Bob Haigh 

 Baptisms, weddings and funerals  
As we are an united benefice, anyone eligible for one of these 
services has the option of having the service in either parish 
church. The Clergy or Wardens would be very happy to 
discuss this with you further—please see their contact details 
in the printed magazine. 

mailto:bob@thehaighs.me.uk
mailto:bob@thehaighs.me.uk

