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PARISH NEWS  
St Cuthbert, Wells  with  St Mary Magdalene, Wookey Hole 

Linked with the parish of West Livingstone, Zambia

   From the Vicar

Dear Friends 

This November marks the conclusion of a nationwide four-
year-long remembering of the events of the Great War, 1914–
1918. It has been an opportunity to journey through the 
events of a century ago, and pick out the key events such as 
the Battles of the Somme and Jutland, and appreciate just 
how long the conflict lasted, and the effect it must have had 
on this nation. 

But as well as remembering the major events and military 
engagements of those years, there has been the opportunity 
to focus on individual lives and how they were turned upside 
down, and in many cases brought to an untimely end. 
Communities up and down the country have researched the 
lives of soldiers and those involved in other aspects of the war 
effort from their local area and brought them to life in 
exhibitions in churches and other public places. Often, 
common local surnames are still recognisable and it doesn’t 
take much effort to join up the dots between that time and this. 
History has been made real, from the grand scale to the 
intimate. 

The fact that we have also celebrated the centenary of the 
1918 Representation of the People Act, in which for the first 
time some women gained the right to vote, reminds us of the 
profound effect that the war had on our society as well as on 
the map of Europe. As old orders were breaking down, new 
ones were springing up, and the opportunity was there to look 
afresh at what was right and wrong, and consider what kind of 
country we wanted to live in. 

Remembrance Sunday at St Cuthbert’s is always a major 
occasion and will be all the more so in this significant year. 
The Vice Lord-Lieutenant of Somerset, representatives of the 

military past and present, uniformed organisations of all kinds, 
and other groups will be there at 11:15am to remember, 
reflect, and commit to peace. At Wookey Hole the gathering 
will of course be smaller at 11:00, but just as meaningful for 
those who gather there. 

Because neither of the morning occasions are communion 
services, there will also be a Eucharist at 4:00pm at St 
Cuthbert’s for both parishes, where we will continue to meet 
faithfully around the Lord’s table to hear God’s word in 
scripture and be nourished by the sacrament. 

Remembering is something that churches are often known for 
in the wider population. As spaces, they are frequently the 
oldest standing buildings in the community, and they bear the 
visible and invisible traces of countless generations who have 
come to the church for a multitude of public and private 
reasons through the ages. As Christians, we of course have in 
mind the imperative to tell the gospel afresh to each 
generation, and we see the dangers of the church being 
relegated to nothing more than a heritage and family history 
visitors’ centre. However, we also see the value in that 
reputation of stability and faithfulness that draws people to us. 

At this time of year we also take the time near All Souls Day to 
remember those who have died in the last few years and 
mark a moment in our own journeys of grief that inevitably 
follow a death. This year the Memorial Service is at 4:00pm 
on Sunday 4th November, and all are welcome to come and 
light a candle, pray and remember. 

May God bless you all this Remembrance-tide. 



Bubwith Chapel

1662 Holy Communion is celebrated every Thursday at 
11am in the chapel at Bubwith Almshouse. 

The small group of residents and visitors who worship 
there each week would love you to join them. 

To find the chapel go through the church yard and into 
the main entrance to the Bubwith site. Go along the 
passageway between the two buildings and turn right. 
Walk through the beautiful “secret” garden and the 
chapel is the last door on the left. 

Patsy Barrow 

Lift to Church 
We have a number of parishioners who are finding it difficult 
to get to church for the Sunday morning service. We are 
exploring the possibility of creating a rota of people willing to 
offer others a lift to and from church. We realise that a weekly 
commitment can be too onerous, so we are looking for 
volunteer drivers to offer a lift one Sunday a month. 

Please have a word with one of us if you think you can help. 

Patsy and  Antonia 

Einstein Quiz 

The next St Cuthbert's Einstein Quiz will be held on Friday 
23rd November in St Thomas's Church Hall at 7.00 for 7.30. 
Teams of five, to accommodate singles, and £5 per head. 
BYOB. Sustenance available at the halfway point. 

If you would like to take part and enjoy this fun event while 
giving your brain some aerobic exercise, please contact the 
parish office. 

Traidcraft stall 
The next Traidcraft stall will be open after the service on 
Sunday 4th November. Come and browse the wide selection 
of goodies available. 

 Nativity Sets and Angels 
By popular demand the three day Nativity, Angel and Star 
Festival is taking place in St Cuthbert’s Church,Wells on Fri 
7th-Sun 9th December. 

Each year we try to have something different .Do you have a 
Nativity Set or an Angel that has not been on display 
before ? Each set or Angel has a story to tell and often has 
great sentimental value. We would love you to share that 
story with us. Our Festival is stewarded throughout. 

Nativity Sets can be very different. This one was rescued 
from a bombed school during WW2. Perhaps you have a 
special one made by a child  or one that has come from 
abroad. Please speak to Fay Low or Suzy Vivash (Angels), 
or ring the Parish office if you would like to take part. 

Jill Deane  

Cards for Good Causes 
The shop is now open, and will run from 10.00 am to 4.00 
pm daily (except Sundays or if there is a weekday service) 
until 9th December.  

Volunteers are needed to help on the stall during this time, 
including the final day (Sunday 9th December, in the 
afternoon only):  please contact Jasmine Dyer, tel. 0745 347 
8183 or email jasmine.dyer@cfgc.org.uk 

Forthcoming event 
The Pastoral Team are planning to host a tea party in St 
Cuthbert’s on Saturday December 1st from 3- 5pm.  

We want to welcome old friends who are no longer able to 
join us for Sunday worship and fellowship. 

We need your help to :     Identify who to invite 
                                         Offer transport to and from church 
                                         Bake  
                                         Join us on the day 

CTWA Services 
November’s CTWA Service is on the 18th at the Cathedral 
at 3 pm and is a joint service with Marie Curie and 
MacMillan Cancer Care. There is no service in December, 
but CTWA are having a Christmas event in the Market Place 
all day on Saturday 15th. 

Mary 

St Cuthbert’s Ladies’ Group 
 Due to Aileen’s indisposition, Patsy Barrow kindly offered to 
give her talk on the Reredos Project. It was very interesting 
and informative; her memory for dates and details and her 
enthusiasm held everyone’s attention. Thank you, Patsy. 

The next meeting will be on November 20th. 

Maureen 
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Home Communion 
If you know of anyone who is unable to get to 
church and would appreciate receiving Holy 

Communion at home, please contact either the 
Parish Office (01749 676906 or email 

office@stcuthbertswells.co.uk),  
or Alistair Glanvile (01749 870321). 

Lay Pastoral Assistants 
The Team are happy to visit anyone in the 

Benefice who is lonely, unwell or bereaved. 

Please contact us via St Cuthbert’s Parish 
Office, telephone 01749 676906 

Patsy Barrow

mailto:office@stcuthbertswells.co.uk
mailto:office@stcuthbertswells.co.uk


 Christian Meditation at St Cuthbert’s 
 The Kingdom 

It’s a long way off but inside it 
there are quite different things going on: 
festivals at which the poor man  
is king and the consumptive is 
healed; mirrors in which the blind look 
at themselves and love looks at them 
back; and industry is for mending 
the bent bones and the minds fractured 
by life. It’s a long way off, but to get 
there takes no time and admission 
is free, if you will purge yourself 
of desire, and present yourself with 
your need only and the simple offering  
of your faith, green as a leaf. 
    R S Thomas 

  
The Christian Meditation group meets in the Trinity Chapel 
from 9.30 to 10.30 on the first and third Thursday of the 
month. Each session begins with a reflection followed by 25 
minutes of silence and ends with a poem, like the one above, 
and a prayer. Everyone is welcome to join us. For more 
information contact Carol:  cjhince@btinternet.com . 
  

Wilfred Owen - 1st World War Poet and Hero 

British poet and soldier Wilfred Owen was killed 100 years 
ago this month, on 4th Nov 1918.  He died leading his troops 
across a canal in Northern France exactly a week before the 
war ended. He was 25. 

Owen, who was noted for his shockingly realistic poetry about 
the horrors of trench warfare, was born in 1893 in Shropshire. 
On leaving school he became a teaching assistant, and in 
1913 went to France for two years to work as a language 
tutor.  

But in 1915 he returned to England to join the army. After 
harrowing experiences in the trenches he suffered from shell 
shock and went for treatment at Craiglockhart War Hospital, 
near Edinburgh, where he met fellow poet Siegfried Sassoon.  

Owen went back to France despite Sassoon’s pleas, and was 
awarded the Military Cross for bravery after capturing a 
machine-gun post almost single-handed.  

Brought up according to his mother's strong beliefs, Owen 
had thought of becoming a priest. For a while he was lay 
assistant to the vicar of the Oxfordshire parish of Dunsden. 

His only volume of poems, edited by Sassoon and published 
in 1920, contains some of the most poignant English war 
poetry, including Dulce et Decorum Est and Anthem for 
Doomed Youth. 

Somerset remembers 
  
Over this last year I have been hearing about the different 
ways our communities have been coming together to mark 
the 100 year anniversary of Armistice. Remembrance 
Sunday is always a poignant time and it will have a particular 
resonance this year as Remembrance Sunday falls on the 
centenary of Armistice Day, 11 November 1918. 
  
We will remember them. We must not forget. As Bishop Tim 
Thornton says in the special Remembrance issue of our 
diocesan Manna magazine, “Re-membering does not mean 

going through an intellectual exercise. It means doing 
everything we possibly can to bring back into the reality of 
today the horrors of the past so that we do not make the 
same mistakes again.” 
  
I’ve been moved to hear the stories of how our church 
communities have used this landmark as an opportunity to 
research their own Tommies, to rededicate memorials, make 
spectacular poppy displays or install the Perspex Tommies of 
the charity, Remembered. And how communities have really 
come together across the generations through these acts, 
large and small.  
  
Wells Cathedral’s Book of Remembrance contains around 
11,300 names. These are the people from Somerset and 
beyond, listed by community, who gave their lives in the 
service of their country. 
  
We will remember them. 
  
The Rt Revd Peter Hancock 
Bishop of Bath and Wells 

(nothing personal - ed.) 

A day out in Cardiff 
  
The SS Joseph & Teresa Ladies Group is running a coach trip 
to Cardiff on Wednesday 14 November, and there are several 
spaces spare. 
  
The price is £12.50, which includes the gratuity. The coach 
will leave SS Joseph & Teresa Church in Chamberlain Street 
at 9 a.m. and will leave Cardiff for the return journey at 4.30 
p.m. 
  
If this appeals to you, please email me at:  

patriciamapstone@btinternet.com  
or telephone me on 678812. We should love to have your 
company. 
  
Pam Mapstone 
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Letter from St Mary Magdalene 

Our harvest celebration started on the Saturday, very 
appropriately, with preparation for next spring's "harvest" of 
flowers in our church garden with a planting day organised 
by David. The hundreds of bulbs, set in the lawns and all 
up the steep banks, should provide a spectacular display 
to cheer us after the dark days of winter.                                

In the evening we held our Harvest Supper in the 
Community Hall. This was a Bring and Share meal and we 
had a colourful and mouthwatering buffet with a delicious 
assortment of dishes. After the meal we had our traditional 
quiz and raffle. It was a very pleasant occasion, bringing 
together in relaxation those who contribute to our church 
community in many different ways.  

Some of those who give us great pleasure week by week 
are our flower ladies who this year had excelled 
themselves in the autumn decorations of the church, which 
looked beautiful, and also by requesting and arranging a 
colourful display of fruit and vegetables which afterwards 
went to the Connect Centre.                                                      

The Harvest Service was timed for 4.00, hoping this would 
be a more convenient time for all age groups and ensuring 
we could be joined by St Cuthbert's choir and some of their 
congregation. In addition we were invited to come early to 
enjoy music played by Juliet and Lucy and their orchestra 
who also gave us during the service a further short recital 
of a delightful Bach Gigue. How lucky we are to have such 
wonderful musicians to enrich our special occasions. 

Elizabeth 

Wookey Hole WI—October  meeting 
A warm welcome was extended to everyone especially to 
one of our members who returned after a period of ill 
health.  

Our speaker Pauline Phelps who is a retired Deputy Head 
Mistress ,then demonstrated her expertise in teaching 
young children to read and write. She began by asking us 
if we remembered being taught to read and which books 
did we use ?. It prompted a trip down a long ago memory 
lane but we had all clearly enjoyed reading. She took us 
through the gradual process of teaching the current 
method of Synthetic Phonics and encouraged us to 'sound' 
the words. 

An array of excellent children's books were on display 
many of which we recognised. 

Pauline stressed the importance of reading and talking to 
young children but sadly this is neglected in some families. 
Jenny thanked her for her most interesting talk. 

Our next event will be the County Annual Meeting where 
there is to be a Banner Parade and a display of the Green 
Hearts Bunting which was made by WI members. 

Jill thanked those who had made poppies to add to our 
contribution when we take part in the Poppy Memorial Trail 
in St Cuthberts Church in November. 

Rehearsals are in place for the Carol Service in the 
Cathedral which is always an uplifting event. Our 
competition for our favourite children's book was 1st 
Lavinia M and six second places. Likewise Flower of the 

Month was 1st Myrtle S and all other blooms were second. 
Pauline just couldn't choose so everyone was a winner  
and it was smiles all around ! 

Jill Deane	

‘He gave us eyes to see them’ –  
the 'Catholic Mystery' by Maurice Denis 

When we were at Sunday School, we probably learnt the 
hymn: 
 ‘Jesus bids us shine with a pure, clear light, 
 Like a little candle burning in the night. 
 In this world of darkness, we must shine, 
 You in your small corner and I in mine.’ 

As we grew up, we learnt that Jesus calls us to shine out 
and not stay in that little corner. ‘No one puts a lamp under 
the bushel basket, but on the lamp stand to give light to all 
in the house.’ In the house of God lights shine out, whether 
it is the menorah of Old Testament worship, or the lamp 
stands in Revelation.  

When we enter our own churches, we see candles on the 
altar as a sign of worship offered to the glory of God. And 
not just on the altar, but also held in our hands at 
Christingle services or baptisms or carried in procession 
behind the Paschal Candle at the Easter Vigil. These 
candles light up the building and remind us that Jesus is 
the Light of the world who can illuminate our hearts and 
minds. 

In the 1890s Maurice Denis, a French artist, created a 
series of paintings inspired by the Annunciation. He called 
them the Catholic Mystery. They show the good news 
coming to Mary as a Gospel procession with acolytes 
carrying candles to tell her that God’s Word will light up her 
life. Denis was called ‘the prophet of beautiful icons’, and 
we see that in this sensitive and moving painting.  

The light of candles, like all lights, is a mystery for they 
only shine out as they burn themselves up. Going back to 
childhood days again, you may remember the nursery 
rhyme describing the candle: 

‘Little Nanny Etticoat in a white petticoat 
And a red nose. 
The longer she stands, the shorter she grows.’ 

When we hold our candles, like the acolytes in the 
painting, we pray that we may shine out with the good 
news of Jesus the Light. 
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Wookey Hole Ladies Circle  
Tuesday 4th December our annual Christmas Dinner is to 
be at the Burcott Inn, 12.30 for 13.00. Contact Sue Fricker 
with dietary needs 

The crazy golf evening raised £173 for the community hall 
funds and on Wednesday 17th November there is to be a 
coffee morning. 

Margaret introduced the speaker, Linda Dowsett, whose 
talk was ‘On a Wing and a Prayer’.  

Linda has been raising money for Guide Dogs for the Blind, 
Linda explained that supporters get a photo of the dog they 
are contributing towards, but there is no contact. The sum 
of five thousand pounds is needed for each dog. So far 
Linda has raised twenty five thousand pounds; enough for 
five dogs to be trained. One of those dogs Linda asked to 
be named Gordon, in memory of her husband. She said 
that only one name had been refused and that was Lizzie: 
the dogs are trained to use the dog ‘loo’ every time before 
leaving the house, and the command used to make the dog 
feel the need to go is ‘busy busy’. The confusion could have 
made it a bit damp. One lady, known to Linda, whose 
husband was provided with a dog contacted her and said 
‘You will never know what you’ve done for him’. 

Now there is Jim dog in North Wales and he is supported 
by two ladies in Wells. The target for dog Tilly has been hit 
and next year is Linda’s last for raising money for Guide 
Dogs for the Blind. We all agreed that five Guide Dogs for 
the Blind is an amazing target for one person to reach. 
Linda told us that £44 million pounds is raised from wills 
and there is a free wills service through Guide Dogs for the 
Blind. It isn’t compulsory to leave money in your will but it 
does help enormously. 

The Wing and a Prayer talk was about Linda’s parachute 
jump to raise money for a PET Scan for the Bath cancer 
unit. There are only three in the country and each costs £14 
million. Linda volunteered to do a parachute jump and was 
quite calm, even blasé about it through training, until she 
stood at the gate ready to get onto the plane. There were 
16 in the plane, each jumper, eight of them, was strapped 
to their jump partner and had been told to eat before they 
jump, not to jump on an empty stomach. They were also 
advised to let the partner (they were strapped to) know if 
they felt sick; the expert was strapped behind the jumper 
and a face full of vomit was not too pleasant. 

Realisation of the enormity of a fifteen thousand feet jump 
kicked in and Linda began to wonder what she had let 
herself in for. She was about to go for a sky dive of two 
miles in sixty seconds followed by a parachute jump of 7 
minutes before reaching the ground. The wind, Linda said, 
howls around you. Films were taken of the jump, one 
camera strapped to the expert partner and another on the 
ground. We saw the first, small, stabilising balloon 
released; it didn’t look like something for the faint-hearted.  

As the ground came closer, Linda’s partner told her to 
practice raising her legs in readiness for the landing, not  

doing so would result in pitching forward with the parachute 
partner landing on top of the charity jumper. At the time 
however, Linda’s legs just wouldn’t move. Her partner 
called out to her again and all Linda could do was to grab 
hold of her trousers and try to pull her legs up; they just 

wouldn’t work. As the ground came closer still Linda’s 
partner grabbed hold of her legs and pulled them up for her. 
This was all told with a wide grin and lots of laughter. So 
much so that I didn’t end up with the copious amount of 
notes I prefer to have (are you breathing a sigh of relief?). 

Next month is our Christmas Decorations meeting with Sue 
Williams sharing her expertise 

Linda Danson 

Art and Craft Exhibition and Coffee Morning 

Saturday 17th November from 10.30am - 12.30pm at 
Wookey Hole Community Hall (at the bottom of School Hill). 

There will be a sales table, festive treats and a very warm 
welcome. 

 Proceeds in aid of Wookey Hole Community Hall Funds 

 *  *  *  *  * 
People are like tea bags – you have to put them in hot 

water before you know how strong they are. 

From the Registers 2018 
Baptisms  

October  7 Nancy Violet Smith 

October 14 Edith Poppy Dickens 

October 21 Heidi Margaret Anne Pepe 

October 28  Toby Leonard Permanond 

Marriage 
October 27                                                                                                                                                                             
Sean Matthew McGee & Alice Lucinda Margaret Rose           

Funerals and Memorial Services 

October  1 Kathleen Margaret Brenda McDougall 

October 10 Jane Karen Hollands (Burial of Ashes) 

October 19 Stephen John Greatwood (Mendip Crem.)  

October 26 Maureen Hillard (Mendip Crematorium) 
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ANGELS, ANGELS 
Perhaps you have been busy 
knitting poppies and now 
need something new to 
tackle as the nights draw in? 

Well, here’s an idea.  Come 
and help make some angels 
for our Festival in December, 
and, at the same time, 
recycle some of our old hymn 
books. 

Rosemary Cooke, who has 
run workshops at the Bishop’s Palace, is coming to lead 
a session for us on Saturday 3rd November.  It will take 
place from 9.30 – 12.30 with breaks for coffee and cake.  
The idea is that by the end of the morning we will have 
learnt the technique of paper folding and have made and 
decorated an angel.  Then we can start making more at 
home to create an impressive heavenly host! 

The cost for the morning will be £4.00 which will cover 
the materials and include refreshments. 

The One World Fair 

The weather forecast for Saturday 13 October was 
appalling. The Mid Somerset Oxfam Group’s fifth One World 
Fair at Wells Town Hall seemed under threat. Would many 
people come? But the day turned out dry – positively sunny 
by mid-afternoon, and about 400 people visited us to join in 
the fun. 
  
As usual nearly 30 charities joined forces to present to the 
visitors a range of stalls of huge variety. Some were selling 
things (Christmas cards, cakes, bric-a-brac, books – you 
know the kind of thing). Some were promoting their aims. 
Some had promotional leaflets and badges. Some 
encouraged you to sign petitions. Each had its own special 
message, and staff or volunteers to talk about it. We expect 
you visited well-known organizations like Christian Aid, and 
CAFOD, and Save the Children, and the Mothers’ Union. 
However, you may also have found some charities new to 
you, like Plastic-free Wells, or Contact the Elderly, or 
Ethiopiaid, or Frack Free Somerset. So much to see, so little 
time to see it . . . 
  
The Fair again offered the pleasure of some live music, 
Noelle Burville with her beautiful dulcimer, and the Axbridge 
Singers. Hot food was available at the OWF Diner, and the 
tea-and-coffee bar was busy the whole day. 
  

MSOG – always desperate for more helpers – was very 
grateful to three people in our congregation who always 
show willing and helped us enormously, Bill Oke, Pam 
Pearce and Margaret Lodge. Our thanks to them for 
‘answering the call’. 
  
See you at the Town Hall for next year’s One World Fair, on 
Saturday 19 October. Would you like to help? 
  
Lynn Rendell, David Green 

Home Library Service 
  
Bringing library books to the doorstep – the Home Library 
Service is a free service run in partnership with the Royal 
Voluntary Service and Somerset’s Library Service. It is 
available to anyone who cannot easily get to the library, 
often those who are vulnerable or who may have disabilities 
or mobility needs. This is such a great service for people 
who love to read but can do longer get to the library. A 
volunteer will deliver and collect books which the person 
would like. 

If you know someone who would benefit from this service, 
please contact Kirsty Jenssen, Service Manager for the 
Somerset Home Library Service on mobile 07920 250834 or 
by e-mail on:    kirsty.jenssen@royalvoluntaryservice.org.uk  

Lynn     Tel: 01749 671456 

WOOKEY HOLE CINEMA OCTOBER FILM  

THURSDAY 8th November 
7.30pm Mary Shelley (12A)   

Mary Wollstonecraft Godwin is a thoughtful young woman 
with a passion for writing and who is drawn to ghost stories. 
When she meets radical and charismatic poet Percy Bysshe 
Shelley, she is convinced she has met her soulmate. This 
striking period film tracks their life together, accompanied by 
her flirtatious stepsister Claire, who is herself drawn to the 
louche Lord Byron.  The second feature from Saudi Arabian 
director Haifaa Al-Mansour who made the 
acclaimed Wadjda.  

Come and join us at Wookey Hole Community Hall at 
the bottom of School Hill 

Doors open 30min before film.  Tickets on the door £6, 
under 18’s £3 

More info and a trailer 
at wookeyholecinemaclub.weebly.com 

PA
R

IS
H

 N
E

W
S

  N
ov

em
be

r 2
01

8

mailto:kirsty.jenssen@royalvoluntaryservice.org.uk
http://wookeyholecinemaclub.weebly.com
mailto:kirsty.jenssen@royalvoluntaryservice.org.uk
http://wookeyholecinemaclub.weebly.com


 On the perils of the PCC 

The Rectory 

St James the Least 

My dear Nephew Darren 

I am truly furious. I know that God has given clergy church 
councils, so they can have a better understanding of hell, but 
last night’s meeting really was too much. The traps are 
always sprung under “any other business”. Several hundred 
thousand pounds can be committed to repairing the tower 
without the slightest murmur, but if someone should suggest 
mending the tea urn under AOB, the meeting will close with 
blood on the carpets. 

So it was yesterday evening. We had negotiated the tricky 
subject of not mentioning the verger when it was recorded 
that the cupboard containing the Communion wine will be 
kept locked in future. We had ever-so-gently sat on Mr 
Onions when he questioned whether it was biblical to hold 
raffles at our social evenings. We even smiled with 
equanimity when Lady Faversham grumbled about the damp 
Communion wafers.  

But when our treasurer, after a long preamble about soaring 
house prices in the village, suggested that the 12 bedroomed 
Queen Anne Rectory be sold and I be housed in one of the 
“more convenient” potting sheds being built on the green, I 
did not expect near universal agreement from council 
members. 

That the new Rectory would have all the aesthetic charm of 
a suburban bus shelter seemed to be irrelevant; that I would 
have to learn to have all my meals in one dining room, rather 
than rotate round the present three seemed to be of no 
concern; that my dog would lose his own private suite 
passed them by entirely. This may be a case for calling in the 
Canine Protection Society. 

The thought that I would have to get used to a warm, dry 
house with 21st century plumbing does not bear 
contemplation. It is only the cold, damp accommodation with 
Victorian water closets that keeps parishioners and visiting 
clergy at bay. 

It was a close struggle; here was an opportunity for council 
members to settle a few old scores. You could sense the 
gleam in Colonel Mitchell’s eyes as he recalled losing the 
hiding place for his whisky when we removed his box pew 30 
years ago; he has been obliged to listen to the sermon ever 
since. And as for Miss Throckmore, who was allocated to 
decorate the porch rather than the great east window for last 
year’s Harvest, she leapt at the opportunity of condemning 
me to life in a cardboard box. You could also sense a certain 
satisfaction when parishioners realised they would then be 
able to keep an eye on my movements, since there would no 
longer be several acres of ground and privet hedges to 
maintain my privacy. 

Fortunately, I negotiated some time when I mentioned that 
possible legal obstacles must be cleared first. In the 
meantime, I shall be writing to apply for grants to build a 
substantial moat round my present Rectory – provided it has 
a working drawbridge. 

Your loving uncle, 

Eustace 

CATS & TEENAGERS 

Neither teenagers nor cats turn their heads when you call 
them by name. 

No matter how much you do for them, it is never enough.   

No cat or teenager shares your taste in music. 

Cats and teenagers can suddenly get 'hissy', without any 
known cause. 

Cats and teenagers can lie on the living-room sofa for hours 
on end without moving, barely breathing. 

Cats have nine lives. Teenagers live as if they did. 

Cats and teenagers yawn in exactly the same manner, 
communicating that ultimate human ecstasy - utter 
boredom. 

Cats and teenagers do not improve anyone's furniture. 

Cats and teenagers are known to creep home at all hours of 
the night.  Neither will tell you where they've been. 

So, if you must raise teenagers, it is a good idea to follow 
instructions as for cats. Remember, above all else, to put out 
the food at regular intervals and do not make any sudden 
moves in their direction. When they make up their minds, 
they will finally come to you for some affection and comfort, 
and it will be a triumphal moment for all concerned. 

The way that politician believes in himself is so very 
refreshing in these atheistic days, when so many people 
believe in no God at all.  

A sexton is a man who minds his keys and pews. 

By the time you find greener pastures, you can't climb over 
the fence. 

No God - No Peace. Know God - Know Peace.  
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Christian fair trade business Traidcraft  
may stop selling goods 

Traidcraft plc is in trouble.  With very poor recent trading 
figures and despite enormous efforts by the staff and 
management and Fair Traders, it warns that the present 
model for the company may be no longer viable. 

Traidcraft's charity branch, Traidcraft Exchange, will continue 
to support farmers and lobby government through its 
charitable arm, and the decision about closing the trading arm 
is still in a consultation period and not final.  

Traidcraft plc first started in 1979, selling fair-trade coffee, 
sugar and chocolate as well as rugs and handmade baskets 
from Bangladesh. They went on to sell fair-trade clothes and 
wine. 

Most of us remember them from church stalls and markets. 
Their aim was to keep a close link between producer and 
purchaser. 

A spokesperson for Traidcraft said:  'Traidcraft plc's mission to 
put the principles of fair trade into commercial practice is not, 
in any sense, fulfilled but we appreciate that it is time to 
consider new approaches.’ 

Is it a job or a ministry? 

In the church, some people have a job, others have a 
ministry. What is the difference? 

If you are doing it because no-one else will, it’s a job. If you 
are doing it to serve the Lord, it’s a ministry. If you quit 
because someone criticises you, it’s a job. If you keep on 
serving, it’s a ministry. If you do it only if it doesn’t interfere 
with other activities, it’s a job. If you are committed to it 
though it means letting go of other things, it’s a ministry. If 
you quit because no-one praises or thanks you, it’s a job. If 
your concern is faithfulness, it’s a ministry. 

An average church is filled with people doing jobs. A great 
growing church is filled with people doing ministry. If you have 
a job, give it up and find a ministry! God does not want us 
being stuck with a job, but excited and faithful to Him in 
ministry. 

From Union Church News, Heathfield, East Sussex 

Fun Parish Quiz 
A fun Parish Quiz for everyone in St Cuthbert’s Church on 
Friday 9th November at 7.00pm. Come as a team (up to six 
members) or make a team on the night. There will be nibbles 
and a bar. Tickets are £4 from the parish office. 

At break of day 
  
A prayer poem based on Psalm 40, and in particular v5 – 
‘God will help her at break of day’. Dedicated to all those 
whose first waking thought is one of anxiety and a feeling of 
being overwhelmed, but who choose not to be intimidated by 
such thoughts, finding rather strength in God. 

  
Waking, anxious and afraid, 
Knowing all that must be done; 
Sense of dread and taste of fear, 
How can I fulfil my call? 
  
Turning, then again to God 
Inward glance and eye of faith; 
Refuge strong and present help, 
Why would he desert me now? 
  
River flowing, life of God 
Fills my heart with confidence; 
Trusting him and leaning hard, 

Finding grace, I carry on.  

The Soldier’s Prayer 
I asked God for strength, that I might achieve, 
I was made weak, that I might learn humbly to obey. 

I asked for health, that I might do greater things, 
I was given infirmity, that I might do better things. 

I asked for riches, that I might be happy, 
I was given poverty, that I might be wise. 

I asked for power, that I might have the praise of men, 
I was given weakness, that I might feel the need of God. 

I asked for all things, that I might enjoy life, 
I was given life, that I might enjoy all things. 

I got nothing that I asked for – 
But everything that I had hoped for, 

Almost despite myself, my unspoken prayers were answered. 
I am among all men most richly blessed 
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You are invited to a 
Soup and Cheese Lunch 

Raising funds for Christian Aid 

  

  
 Monday November 19th  from 12noon-1.30pm 

Seager Hall, Union Street 
  

Hosted by Wells United Church 
Everyone welcome 

Suggested donation £3.50 for Christian Aid 
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DIARY FOR  NOVEMBER 2018 

Thursday 1 9.30am  Meditation Group - Trinity Chapel 
  11.00am  1662 Holy Communion - Bubwith Chapel 
  7.00pm  Taize Service in the Vicars’ Close Chapel (Song practice from 6.00pm) 
Friday 2    10.30am  Poppy Displays go up (St Cuthbert) 
Saturday   3             9.30am   Angel-making Workshop (St Cuthbert) 
  
Sunday 4 All Saints 
  8.00am  1662 Holy Communion - St Cuthbert 
  10.00am  Festal Eucharist with incense—St Cuthbert  followed by the Fairtrade Stall 
  11.00am  Parish Eucharist - Wookey Hole 
  4.00pm  Memorial Service - St Cuthbert 
  
Monday 5  Wells Poppy Trail  open until 11th 
  9.30am  Hymn Group meeting - St Cuthbert  
Wednesday         7    10.00am  Holy Communion - Trinity Chapel 
  11.00am  WI choir rehearsal - St Cuthbert 
Thursday 8      9.30am  LPA meeting - St Cuthbert 
  11.00 am  1662 Holy Communion - Bubwith Chapel 
  11.00am  Kitchen Group meeting - St Cuthbert 
Friday 9    11.00am  Crib Festival meeting - St Cuthbert 
  2.00pm  St Cuthbert’s Junior School Armistice Service - St Cuthbert 
  7.00pm  Parish Fun Quiz - St Cuthbert 
  
Sunday 11 Remembrance Sunday 
  10.15am  Service of Remembrance - St Cuthbert 
  11.00am  Service of Remembrance - Wookey Hole 
  4.00pm  Benefice Eucharist - St Cuthbert 
  7.00pm  Beacon lighting at Wookey Hole 
  
Monday  12     7.30pm  Safeguarding CO Training - St Cuthbert 
Wednesday 14   10.00am  Holy Communion - St Cuthbert 
     7.00pm   PCC Meeting - St Cuthbert 
Thursday 15     9.30am  Meditation Group - St Cuthbert 
     11.00am   1662 Holy Communion - Bubwith Chapel 
                                         2.30pm  Safeguarding CO Training 
  
Sunday 18 Second Sunday before Trinity 
  10.00am  Parish Eucharist - St Cuthbert  
  11.00am  Matins - Wookey Hole 
   
Monday 19      7.00pm  Safeguarding C1 training - St Cuthbert  
Tuesday 20      7.30pm  Ladies’ Group meeting - Lawrence Centre 
Wednesday  21    10.00am  Holy Communion - Trinity Chapel 
  11.00am  WI Choir Rehearsal - St Cuthbert 
Thursday 22    11.00am  1662 Holy Communion - Bubwith Chapel 
Friday 23      7.30pm  The Einstein Quiz - St Thomas Church Hall 
  
Sunday 25 Christ the King 
  10.00am  Parish Communion - St Cuthbert  
  11.00am  Parish Communion - Wookey Hole 
  6.30 pm  Taizé service at Henton 
     
Tuesday 27      7.30pm  Deanery LPA Forum - St Cuthbert 
Wednesday 28    10.00am  Holy Communion - St Cuthbert 
  11.00am  WI Choir rehearsal - St Cuthbert 
    Advent course begins -1st of 4 Wednesdays 
Thursday 29    10.30am  Welcome Group meeting - St Cuthbert 
  11.00am  1662 Holy Communion - Bubwith Chapel 
  
DECEMBER  

Saturday  1      3.00pm  LPA Tea Party - St Cuthbert    
  
Sunday 2 Advent Sunday  
  8.00am  1662 Holy Communion - St Cuthbert 
  10.00am  Parish Communion - St Cuthbert 
  11.00am  Parish Communion - Wookey Hole  

  

Deadline for Parish News articles : the 12th of each month,  
Please support the advertisers with your custom, and tell 

 them you found them in this magazine. 
To advertise your business in these pages,  

please phone the editor, Bob Haigh, on 01749 677038  
or email bob@thehaighs.me.uk 

Editorial note: 
Views expressed in articles in this magazine are the 
views of the authors, and do not necessarily express 
the views of the Clergy, Churchwardens or PCC of St 
Cuthbert’s Church.
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