
“...I will make you 
fishers of men”  

Mark 1:17	
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PARISH NEWS  
St Cuthbert, Wells  with  St Mary Magdalene, Wookey Hole 

Linked with the parish of West Livingstone, Zambia

   From the Vicar

Looking back, it’s been a summer of sunshine this year, 
although it probably seems like a long time ago now that we 
were experiencing day after day and week after week of 
sunshine, and wondering when it was all going to end. The 
hot weather meant that many people chose to stay in this 
country for their holidays, and places like Cornwall reported 
being so full of tourists that they couldn’t take any more! Our 
own part of the world depends fairly heavily on visitors, too, 
and so good weather has been good for us, and the local 
economy. 

Wookey Hole and Wells St Cuthbert’s both know about 
visitors, but for St Cuthbert’s in particular it’s been a summer 
of welcome and hospitality. First of all, there was the series of 
readings and sermons on the theme of hospitality during the 
month of July, which included the visit of Rogers and Esther 
Banda from Zambia. Then there were the open Sundays 
through July and August, and the Heritage Open Days in 
September. These special days contained live music, talks on 
the reredoses and the fragments, tower tours, cream teas, 
talks on the Tudor-style Wingfield organ, and an opportunity 
for people to try their hand at ringing the bells. 

On these days we welcomed many hundreds of people 
through the doors. St Cuthbert’s always attracts visitors, of 
course, and the more so in the summer. But this was an 
opportunity to offer people so much more than just an open 
door. It was a chance to talk and develop relationships, and 
express that Christian virtue of hospitality. 

What we have also been able to do over this summer is learn 
how to target our efforts so that we reach people as we 
desire. A good example is Cuthbert’s Kitchen: it has 

traditionally been open weekday mornings for tea and coffee, 
and Wednesdays for lunch. However, it has been clear for 
some while that this is not a very smart use of resources, as 
there are often very few takers. Wells is not exactly short of 
coffee shops, of course, and our offering, whatever its merits, 
was probably one of Wells’ best-kept secrets! Rather than just 
close the enterprise down, this summer’s open days have 
shown us a new way of operating: concentrating our efforts on 
fewer days, timed to coincide with other events, and with 
improved advertising. The result has been a new sense of 
purpose and direction amongst those with  responsibility for 
this area of church life. Thanks at this point must also go to all 
of you who came to the meeting some weeks ago, and to the 
newly-formed Kitchen Group who will help drive this forward. 

This kind of openness to experimentation and new ideas was 
one of the great things about the culture here at Wells and 
Wookey Hole that I noticed as soon as I arrived, and I am 
delighted to see it continuing in that way. God wishes to see 
us prosper in our mission, but we have to take the time to 
tune in to what he is doing in people’s lives, and join in with 
that, rather than telling God what we would like to see 
happen! That means humility, and a willingness to listen and 
respond, which are fine qualities in a church fellowship. After 
all, we are called to ‘proclaim afresh in every generation’ the 
love of God for his world. Through our calling to offer a 
Christian welcome, this is exactly what we will continue to do. 

May God bless you in your work and in your play this Autumn. 



Bubwith Chapel

1662 Holy Communion is celebrated every Thursday at 
11am in the chapel at Bubwith Almshouse. 

The small group of residents and visitors who worship 
there each week would love you to join them. 

To find the chapel go through the church yard and into 
the main entrance to the Bubwith site. Go along the 
passageway between the two buildings and turn right. 
Walk through the beautiful “secret” garden and the 
chapel is the last door on the left. 

Patsy Barrow 

Lift to Church 
We have a number of parishioners who are finding it difficult 
to get to church for the Sunday morning service. We are 
exploring the possibility of creating a rota of people willing to 
offer others a lift to and from church. We realise that a weekly 
commitment can be too onerous, so we are looking for 
volunteer drivers to offer a lift one Sunday a month. 

Please have a word with one of us if you think you can help. 

Patsy and  Antonia 

Einstein Quiz 

The next St Cuthbert's Einstein Quiz is approaching,  and will 
be held on Friday 5th October at St Thomas's Church Hall at 
7.00 for 7.30. If you would like to take part and enjoy this fun 
event (you really don’t have to have the brain of Einstein) 
please contact the parish office. 

Rotas 
I am afraid I will be giving up doing the rotas for Sunday 
coffee and church dusting, at the end of the year. I have been 
doing it for over twenty years, and feel I need a break.I do 
hope someone will take over from me—I will give them all the 
help they need. 
Many thanks 

Margaret Lodge   tel. 01749 674001 

Traidcraft stall 
The next Traidcraft stall will be open after the service on 
Sunday 14th October. Come and browse the wide selection of 
goodies available. 

 Nativity Crib Festival 
Our very successful and popular Crib Festival will be held 
again this year, from Friday 7th to Sunday 9th December.  
There will be stars and angels and some new excitements as 
well!  Please book the dates, tell your friends and relations, 
and stand back to be asked to help! 

St Cuthbert’s Harvest Supper: Saturday 6th October, 7 for 
7.30pm at the Connect Centre. Tickets, £15, are available 
from the Parish Office. 

Harvest Festival Service on Sunday 7th October at 10.00 am. 

Whose fault is it, anyway? 

In a small town a businessman put in planning permission to 
build a nightclub complete with dancing girls.  The local 
church started a vigorous campaign to block it from opening.  
The church launched a petition and held prayers in public.  
Work progressed, however, right up until a week before 
opening: that night a bolt of lightning struck the nightclub and 
it burned to the ground. 

The church members were rather smug after that, until the 
nightclub owner sued them all—on the grounds that they 
were responsible for the fire. Loudly protesting their total non-
involvement and innocence, the church members were all 
taken to court.   

As the case began, the judge looked over the paperwork and 
observed: ‘I don't know how I'm going to decide this.  It 
appears that we have a nightclub owner who believes in the 
power of prayer, and an entire church congregation that 
doesn't!’ 

Tiny tots 

While visiting the Lake District, I walked through a lovely park 
with a wide path where people could jog, run their dogs or 
ride trail bikes. As I descended a hill, I saw a woman coming 
toward me, pushing a buggy with two toddlers in it. ‘We're 
coming to a hill,’ the mother announced to her children, ‘so 
you'll have to help me - are you ready?’ 

I wondered how the little ones could be of assistance, but as  
I passed by I heard them earnestly repeating their 
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Home Communion 
If you know of anyone who is unable to get to 
church and would appreciate receiving Holy 

Communion at home, please contact either the 
Parish Office (01749 676906 or email 

office@stcuthbertswells.co.uk),  
or Alistair Glanvile (01749 870321). 

Lay Pastoral Assistants 
The Team are happy to visit anyone in the 

Benefice who is lonely, unwell or bereaved. 

Please contact us via St Cuthbert’s Parish 
Office, telephone 01749 676906 

Patsy Barrow

mailto:office@stcuthbertswells.co.uk
mailto:office@stcuthbertswells.co.uk


Back to school….? 
It’s now a month into a new school year. Some families will 
relish being back in the ‘normal’ routine with structured days 
for indefatigable youngsters. Others will miss the relative 
freedom of weeks without the treadmill of various sports 
fixtures, practices, after school clubs and pick-ups. 

When I was a child I remember the school holidays 
seeming to stretch on forever, lazy, hazy days spent 
breakfasting in the garden on stewed apples and rhubarb (it 
was always sunny!); making tents with blankets and the 
swing frame or clothes line; or fishing for tiddlers in the 
nearby stream. Like all of us of a certain age, I’m sure I’m 
looking back with rather rose-tinted spectacles! 

I’m sure for hardworking teaching staff in our 182 church 
schools, whose ‘holidays’ are often spent planning the new 
term, the six weeks is never long enough. We give thanks 
for them and their calling. 

I also want to pay tribute to some of the unsung heroes 
diligently working away behind the scenes – our network of 
400 church school governors. 

These volunteers give up their time to serve and support 
their local school, its children, families and staff. They truly 
enrich what the school can offer and promote its 
distinctiveness as a church school through their knowledge 
and experience. 

It’s a vital role but in our diocese right now we have 
governor vacancies in over half of our church schools. 
That’s a big gap, with 98 out of 182 schools missing out on 
the full and diverse range of skills and expertise that 
governors bring. 

We’re seeking people from a range of backgrounds and 
ages to fill those gaps and serve as governors. If you’d like 
to give back to your community, and feel you have skills that 
will help local children and your local community thrive, I 
encourage to you find out more and apply at: 
www.bathandwells.org.uk/be-a-governor. We look forward 
to welcoming you to our church school family! 

With thanks for all our wonderful schools and remembering 
our children and students in their endeavours this term. 

The Right Reverend Ruth Worsley 

Bishop of Taunton 

 Christian Meditation at St Cuthbert’s 
 ‘We live in a God-bathed world. There is no place where 
God is not, although sometimes we may be asleep to his 
presence and need ‘awakenings’. These are divinely given 
moments in our days when we become aware of the activity 
and nearness of God. Suddenly, in the midst of another 
humdrum day, we see traces of divine presence. It may be 
in words that are spoken, an incident that takes place, a 
thought that comes to us or something that makes us laugh 
or cry – and suddenly we are aware of God. God is in that 
moment and an ordinary event becomes an epiphany. The 
more awake we become, the more we recognise that our 
days contain many such moments. What we need to do is 
to pay attention. 

Being awake to the presence of God has to do with leaving 
spaces in our lives, with not overcrowding ourselves. Like 
the Benedictine monks, we can try to create an appropriate 
daily rhythm, seeking to alternate between work and rest, 
activity and prayer, time alone and time with others. It is like 
a large wheel with a hub at the centre. Part of us, the rim, is 
in touch with ground, the ordinary demands of daily life. 
That is the part that is moving. The hub at the centre of the 
wheel remains still. This is our heart, the still centre around 
which our activities revolve.’          

(from ‘Rhythms of Grace’, by Tony Horsfall) 

The Christian Meditation group meets in the Trinity Chapel 
from 9.30 to 10.30 on the first and third Thursday of the 
month. Each session begins with a reflection like the one 
above, followed by 25 minutes of silence, and ends with a 
closing reading and a prayer. Everyone is welcome to join 
us. For more information contact Carol 
(cjhince@btinternet.com) 
  

Cards for Good Causes 
The shop will be officially opened at 10.00 am on 
Wednesday 17th October, and will run from 10.00 am to 
4.00 pm daily (except Sundays or if there is a weekday 
service) until 9th December.  

Volunteers are needed to help on the stall during this time, 
including the final day—Sunday 9th December—in the 
afternoon only:  please contact Jasmine Dyer, tel. 0745 347 
8183 or email jasmine.dyer@cfgc.org.uk 

St Cuthbert’s Ladies’ Group 
Corali Sacerdote, our speaker this month, explained how 
she works with all ages doing Pilates exercises and also 
had everyone up practising with bands and rubber balls. 
Pilates exercises can help ease problems with different 
parts of the body, and Corali also showed us how to get up 
from the floor in case of a fall. Not easy. 

I hope that no one is still aching after their first try at the 
exercises!  

Our next meeting is on October 16th. 

Maureen 

A different kind of diet 
Each day I aim to eat something from each of the four food 
groups: the bonbon group, the salty-snack group, the 
caffeine group, and the ‘whatever-the-thing-in-the-tinfoil-in-
the-back-of-the-fridge-is’ group. 
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Letter from St Mary Magdalene 

Our little church had the spring cleaning of its life this 
month. In preparation for the much anticipated wedding of 
Lizzie and Jack a team of their friends had helped them in 
weeding, scrubbing,carpet cleaning, polishing and furniture 
removal. A striking and imaginative decorating scheme 
used trees, plants and natural foliage to transform St Mary 
Magdalene, in its newly pristine state,into a lovely setting to 
welcome a large congregation to the service. The bride 
arrived in a carriage drawn by two beautiful shire horses 
with white plumed head dresses,which certainly drew the 
tourist admiration. Indeed,we've had some memorable 
wedding arrivals and departures in the last few years; a 
December evening candle lit one , where the bridal couple 
left in a dramatic synthetic snowstorm; a high summer 
when the wedding party travelled up to Priddy in a cart 
decorated with wild flowers,like a scene from a Hardy 
novel,and a bride arriving in the Wells Carnival Queen's 
carriage. What next, I wonder. 

Having celebrated our own Patronal Festival here on a hot 
summer early evening with friends from other Wells 
churches,some of us from St Mary Magdalene joined St 
Cuthbert's congregation to celebrate their patron saint with 
a special Festal Eucharist,followed by a lunch in the church. 
Very appropriately, David read from Bede's life of St 
Cuthbert. It was a very enjoyable occasion and we thank 
them for their hospitality. 

We now look forward to Harvest Supper and Harvest 
Festival and sadly that ends the events of this extraordinary 
hot summer, to enter folk lore memory. 

Elizabeth 

Wookey Hole WI—July meeting 
President Jill welcomed everyone back after the summer 
break. We had met for two social events during the holiday 
but now it was back to business ! 

During Remembrance week we plan to expand our WW1 
Living Memory project when we set up our display in St 
Cuthberts Church as part of the Poppy Memorial Trail. 

Plans and rehearsal dates are in place for the WI Carol 
Festival and we also discussed ways of bringing some 
Christmas joy to those who need the food bank. Members 
will be buying seasonal goods and toys during the next few 
weeks. As we are not doing shoe boxes this year we felt 
that we could help in this way. 

Our Speaker Kate Lynch told us about the history of small 
farms on the Somerset Levels. 

She and her husband, who are both painters, moved to the 
area 20 years ago. She illustrated her talk with her 
paintings and drawings of life on the Levels, having talked 
to many people who had farmed or worked there for 
generations. They included:  

Willow Growers, Basket Makers, Bee Keepers, Shepherds, 
Farmers, Apple Growers, Cider Makers and even Elver 
Catchers.  

It was fascinating to hear how they had adapted over the 
years.  

Rose thanked her for her most entertaining talk. 

The competition for a picture of Somerset illustrated what a 
beautiful County we live in: 
    1st Sue H ...2nd Jan S   .....3rd Jill  D 

There was a wonderful array of blooms for Flower of the 
Month: 
    1st Jill D ....2nd  Sue H .....3rd Myrtle S           

New members and visitors are most welcome to join us on 
the first Monday of the month at 2.30pm. at Wookey Hole 
Community Hall. 

Jill Deane 

From the Registers 2018 
Baptisms  

September  9 Samuel Brian Robert Fletcher 

September 16  Imogen Eva Feather 

September 30  John Christopher McBride 

Marriage 

Sept.  1     James Richard Clarke & Lauren Louise Charles 

Funerals and Memorial Services 
Sept. 18     Edward Gerald Coombes (Mendip Crem.) 

Sept. 30      Roland Trevor James Hanney  

Yeovilton Military Wives Choir 
The Choir will be giving a concert in St Cuthbert’s on 
Saturday, 13th October at 7.30pm. 

Tickets cost £10 and are available from the Parish Office or 
on the door. 

It was founded in 2012 and now has over 50 members, 
directed by Matthew Rock, a professional singer, 
entertainer and musician. 

We look forward to welcoming the Choir and to share the 
enjoyment of friendship and singing. 

Jane Savery  
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 Fun Quiz at St Cuthbert 
If you enjoyed the Beetle Drive, then this is for you!...... 

On Friday 9th November at 7.00 pm there will be a light-
hearted quiz evening in the church.  Sam will be the 
question-master and promises that the occasion will be fun 
for all! 

Teams can have up to six people, tickets are £4.00 per 
person and there will be a bar and nibbles.  What’s not to 
like? 

If you would like to come, you can enter as a ready-made 
team or as an individual.  Tickets will be available later in 
October. 

Wookey Hole Ladies Circle  
This was, as with every September, our first meeting in the 
hall since July. We met at Margaret Plaster’s in August for 
an enjoyable afternoon of drinks, cakes and a bring and 
buy. Fifteen people came and £46 pounds was raised, with 
an extra £4 from funds this made a donation of £50 to 
Macmillan Cancer Support. 
  
The July outing to Sidmouth saw a bright, sunny day, 
perfect for cakes and ice cream with comments enough to 
show that the day was a happy one. 
  
What’s On: 

The film showing at the Cinema Club on11th October is 
‘Lady Bird’. 

The Community Hall held a crazy golf and ploughman’s 
evening on 14th September. Proceeds to the Community 
Hall. 
At the Craft day on September 25th Jenny Lewis showed 
everyone how to make quilting blocks. 

Our October speaker is Linda Dowsett and, as usual, the 
Ladies Circle will meet on the first Monday in the month 
(this changes with Bank Holidays).  

Everyone was asked to book a spot on the tea rota, two 
people per month, they need only bring two raffle prizes 
and enjoy the extra time in the kitchen for a chat and a 
laugh (no-one minds coffee flavoured tea, do they?! Just 
kidding. It’s tea flavoured coffee). 

Christmas Lunch this year is on December 4th at Burcott 
and, as funds are in good health, the meal will be 
subsidised by £5 per member. Contact Sue Fricker for 
details or special dietary needs. 

  
Lyn Astle welcomed Helen Wall whose talk was entitled  
                                ‘Never Too Late’. 
  
Helen is a retired social worker and asked how you cope 
with getting older?  Helen grew up in the 40s and 50s and 
was the youngest of eight children.  Life , she said, was 
good. She and her siblings walked to school in North 
Wootton but occasionally had a lift in a pre-war 
multipurpose vehicle containing buckets and churns. As 
with all old vehicles it had to be started with a starter handle 
or bump started. Helen remembers the language used 
when the starter handle was difficult to use (memories, 
ladies?!). 
  

A bright pupil, Helen won a scholarship to the local 
grammar school but got tired of it, met her husband to be at 
sixteen and left education. Three children later she went 
back to finish her education. Times, Helen discovered, had 
changed, from ‘no hanky panky’ to students ‘sleeping 
together’. 
  
Helen’s bright, engaging manner was a joy to hear and she 
had us all laughing at her very honest and down to earth 
way of looking at life. When she started working as a social 
worker at the County Council Helen had ‘more money than 
I’d ever dreamed of’. 
  
When Helen retired she took to raising money cycling, from 
John O’Groats to Land’s End and even cycling through a 
desert. Helen was 65 when she decided to enter the 
London Marathon, with, in her own words, ‘an oversized 
ego, not mature but still 28 to 30 years inside’. But it’s not 
so easy as just entering, rather a lot of people want to enter 
and the process can be lengthy, but having been told by her 
children that it was time she should ‘act her age’, a steely 
determination kicked in and it was up every morning at 6 
training, initially marching to Wells and back then over the 
Mendips. Helen well remembers being laughed at by 
youths who shouted ‘hey sexy,’ as she passed them and 
found it hilarious, especially when a naked man opened his 
curtains in the early morning only to find he was flashing a 
woman in her 60s. 
  
Helen’s tales of difficulties getting to the right place at the 
right time for marathons, plus navigating the hazards of 
auto ticket dispensers and ensuring a place was booked in 
a hotel near enough without being too expensive kept us 
attentive and full of ‘Oh my’ and chuckles at her positive 
determination. We heard of free refreshments and ice 
creams for entrants and blocked roads when it was time to 
go back to the hotel and so many people that finding food 
on the menu that was still available was a challenge. In the 
next hotel room noisy antics didn’t help either when you 
need to be up early and ready for a very long walk. Ever 
thrifty Helen was delighted to find full English breakfast was 
free to marathon entrants and wasn’t about to waste that! 
  
The marathon experience sounded as good as the Notting 
Hill Carnival with peacock feathers and  costumes aplenty. 
Walkers could only shuffle at the back with over 47,000 of 
them, but it was a case of the hare and tortoise later on. 
There was heat stroke and the fire brigade hosing people 
down. All in all it sounded like an amazing experience.  
  
Bitten by the bug, Helen was next off to Holland for a 
marathon. We could only sit agog at Helen’s recounting of 
the difficulties and the joys of a marathon in Holland. A lost 
handbag with credit cards, eventually found, panic 
subsided. A 4am alarm got Helen and co up and as the 
breakfast had been paid for she ate it. There were students 
to see them off, one even giving Helen viagra to help keep 
her going. There were bands playing and children holding 
out sweets for them; and what a difference from the 
Nijmegen of wartime to that of today. It’s importance was 
not lost on Helen, nor on us in the marathon’s retelling. 
  
Enthralling from start to finish, this report cannot do justice 
to Helen’s talent for keeping listeners attentive and 
informatively amused. Perhaps one of the most amazing 
pieces of information is that, in all her marathons, Helen 
has never had blisters. She has no intention of stopping 
walking marathons for charity. Hip, Hip! 
  

PA
R

IS
H

 N
E

W
S

  O
ct

ob
er

 2
01

8



ANGELS, ANGELS 
Perhaps you have been busy 
knitting poppies and now need 
something new to tackle as the 
nights draw in? 

Well, here’s an idea.  Come and 
help make some angels for our 
Festival in December, and, at the 
same time, recycle some of our 
old hymn books. 

Rosemary Cooke, who has run 
workshops at the Bishop’s Palace, is coming to lead a 
session for us on Saturday 3rd November.  It will take place 
from 9.30 – 12.30 with breaks for coffee and cake.  The idea 
is that by the end of the morning we will have learnt the 
technique of paper folding and have made and decorated an 
angel.  Then we can start making more at home to create an 

impressive 
heavenly host! 

The cost for the 
morning will be 
£4.00 which will 
cover the 
materials and 
include 
refreshments. 

Wells Churches Poppy Memorial Trail 
2018 

This will be the last year of this event, for obvious reasons, 
and it is to be the best tribute possible. 

The Wells Trail will run from Monday 5th November until 
Sunday 11th of November 2018.   

All the churches and the Bishop’s Palace will be 
participating and this year the Dean and Chapter of the 
Cathedral is working with us to make its own unique 
contribution.  

I think this will be quite spectacular with involvement and 
contributions from Diocesan school children as well. 

The Cathedral contribution will be open from Monday 29th 
October until Friday 16th November. This timing includes 
half term so the children can see their work in situ as well 
as enabling access to those attending some poignant and 
relevant events which are planned around the same time.  
There is a knit and natter session every morning in the 
Chapter 2 café from 10.00 to 11.00 if you feel you can also 
contribute to their poppy knitting as well.  

Now I know Michael and I are moving away but we have 
promised that with your support to come back and still 
create this very special tribute at St. Cuthbert’s. But it does 
require as many poppies as we can make!! We do want to 
make a big statement.  

So please can you continue knitting. I know some of you 
really enjoy doing it. We are also happy with crotchet or 
felt poppies as well. If you are stuck for a simple pattern 
please search on the internet for the Radio Nottingham 
poppy pattern and there it will be. Please tell your friends.  

We will need some help when putting them up so please 
think if you can do that with us.  I know it is a long way off 
but time tends to fly! 

Shops will also be involved so the trail is going to make a 
very special statement as to the value we place on the 
sacrifices and consequences of the First World War. 

Thank you so much for your suppor 

Rosemary Bailey 

WOOKEY HOLE CINEMA OCTOBER FILM  

THURSDAY 11th October 

7.30pm Lady Bird (15)   

"Lady Bird" McPherson fights against but is exactly like her 
wildly loving, deeply opinionated and strong-willed mom, a 
nurse working tirelessly to keep her family afloat. “Saoirse 
Ronan and Laurie Metcalf are tremendous in Greta Gerwig’s 
moving and gloriously funny film about growing up, mother-
daughter relationships and the anxiety of separation.”Peter 
Bradshaw, The Guardian  

Come and join us at Wookey Hole Community Hall at 
the bottom of School Hill 

Doors open 30min before film.  Tickets on the door £6, 
under 18’s £3 

More info and a trailer 
at wookeyholecinemaclub.weebly.com 

Worst 
A bishop was quite concerned about a decision he had just 
made, so much so that he went to his archdeacon to ask 
his opinion of it. ‘Yes, I'd say it's your worst decision yet,’ 
the plain-talking archdeacon replied. 

Confused, the bishop ventured, ‘Yet?’   

To which the archdeacon replied, ‘Well, it's not so bad that I 
think you're incapable of making a worse decision.’ 
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‘He gave us eyes to see them’ –  
Duccio’s Wedding at Cana 

‘The conscious water saw its God and blushed’ – in those 
words, the poet Richard Crashaw describes the first miracle 
of Jesus at the wedding feast in Cana.  

This sign at the beginning of our Lord’s ministry points 
ahead to that other meal when a cup of wine will be poured 
out for many. The cup is a rich image of life in scripture: 
from the cup found in Benjamin’s sack in Genesis to the cup 
of blessing in Paul’s letters. The cup may be filled with bitter 
wine to reflect life’s sorrow, while the cup of Psalm 23 
overflows with goodness. It is as rich an image as the 
bunch of grapes we often see in a church window or carved 
on a screen – a sign of the goodness of Creation that brings 
us the gift of wine. 

The wedding at Cana speaks to us of the generosity and 
gift of our Lord who transforms the feast. Duccio di 
Buoninsegna portrayed it in the panel he provided for the 
Maesta, the glorious altarpiece for Siena Cathedral in 1311. 
We see the table lavishly spread, while Jesus, sat by the 
side of His mother, blesses the water pots. The servants are 
busy pouring what is now wine into the jugs and cups. It is 
the new wine of the kingdom. 

Everywhere that Jesus went, the old was made new. For 
the widow of Nain he changed tears into joy, for Zacchaeus 
selfishness into love, for the thief on the cross despair into 
hope, for Mary Magdalene the end of the road into a new 
journey. What our Lord did at Cana, He went on doing in 
His ministry, changing not just water, but transforming 
human lives. And we share in that transforming love at 
every eucharist as we drink of the cup of blessing. These 
are some words of the poet Elizabeth Jennings: 

 ‘Those grapes, ready for picking, are the sign  

 Of harvest and of Sacrament.’  

Way to go! 
My young grandson called the other day to wish me Happy 
Birthday.  He asked me how old I was, and I told him, 62.  

 My grandson was quiet for a moment, and then he 
ventured: ‘Did you start at 1?’ 

Ravens 
The ravens have returned. Not to nest, you understand, but 
to show us that they quite like the ambience at the top of 
our church tower. They—we assume, perhaps rashly, that 
they are the same birds—
successfully reared three 
chicks last year, and we were 
disappointed that they rejected 
our hospitality this year. Yet 
here they are again, just 
visiting. Elaine has heard them; 
Piers has seen and heard them. To date I have not done so, 
but—like you—I’m going to keep my eyes and ears open 
whenever I am in the vicinity of the church. 

There is a small notebook on the jigsaw table marked 
Ravens. Please use it to record any sightings. Uncertain 
about recognition? Ravens are bigger than crows, all black, 
shaggy round the throat, heavy bill, diamond-shaped tail. 
The voice is an unmusical low croak. 

David Green 

 The fifth One World Fair 
It’s that time of year again. The 2018 One World Fair is on 
Saturday 13th October, in Wells Town Hall as usual, from 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. The invitation is quite simple: Please 
come! Along with Christian Aid and Oxfam, you’ll have 
about 30 charities to talk to, donate to, argue with, buy 
from, sign up with. There are bound to be some you don’t 
know. Then, when you’ve done all that, you can enjoy a hot 
meal, cup of tea, sit and listen to Noelle Burville on her 
dulcimer, stand and join in with the Axbridge Singers, meet 
Michael Eavis our special guest...even help with the 
washing up. And it’s all free. 

If you would like to lend a hand on the day (carry an 
advertising placard in the High Street, help on the door, 
serve tea and coffee, etc.) please let me know. Your offer of 
an hour could be a godsend. 

If you know of a charity that would like to book a stall—
there may be one or two left—ring Lynn Rendell on 671456. 

See you there! 

David Green  tel. 673356 

All free! 
The nursery teacher decided to tell her class about 
democracy. ‘We live in a great country,’ she began. ‘One of 
the things we should be happy is that, in this country, we 
are all free.’ 

One little boy stood up and looked indignant. ‘I'm not free,’ 
he protested. ‘I'm four.’ 

Branding 

The word ‘aerobics’ was invented when the gym instructors 
got together and said: ‘If we're going to charge £20 an hour, 
we can't call it Jumping Up and Down.’ 
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On the perils of the Harvest Supper 
 
The Rectory,  

St James the Least of All 

My dear Nephew Darren 

Plans for our Harvest Supper always 
start several months in advance, 
with the annual argument about 
whether we dare increase the price of tickets by 20p to 
£1.50. After endless wrangling we compromise on 15p, with 
several warning that this will sound the death knell of 
Harvest. That every member of the committee cheerfully 
pays £50 a head to dine out elsewhere seems irrelevant. 

Hotpots are provided by the ladies of the parish. It is always 
interesting to speculate on who has made which: some are 
robust and meaty, while others are wan and watery. Having 
sampled these dishes for the past 30 years, I can match 
each offering with the personalities of their creators. It is also 
amusing to watch how the cooks manoeuvre to make sure 
the correct people receive their own dishes. Mrs Ffrench 
positively chases Lady Masterson with her hotpot.   

After the meal, we proceed to what parishioners 
optimistically call the entertainment. I settle myself on the 
back row, smile, applaud - and think of the large gin awaiting 
me back at the Rectory. 

Colonel Hetherington imagines that the consumption of a 
bottle of claret over the meal improves his intonation as he 
gives his annual rendition of “The Lost Chord”. I can only 
assume the lost chords he refers to are the vocal ones he 
once possessed. Miss Simpson’s jokes have been repeated 
so often that the audience enthusiastically joins in with every 
punch line.  Miss Sprocker makes her annual (failed) attempt 
to hand around paper and pencils and hold ‘a nice little quiz’ 
– she was a primary teacher.  

Meanwhile the ladies in the kitchen provide a musical 
accompaniment of crashing crockery and cutlery, which 
sadly drowns out all but the most tantalising snippets of their 
gossip about the rest of us.  

The evening always ends with the Major’s recitation of “The 
boy stood on the burning deck”. Before he can commence 
an un-requested encore, I surge up to the stage, thank all 
the performers, and wish everyone a safe journey home. The 
Major is left looking like a boy who had just had his lollipop 
stolen by the school bully. On reflection, that is quite an 
accurate analogy.   

Your loving uncle, 
Eustace 

Of mice and men 

A minister went into his local pet shop to ask for some help. ‘I 
need at least 50 mice, 2,000ants and as many of those little 
silverfish that you can get.’ 
 
The pet shop owner was startled.  ‘We can probably do that, 
but it might take some time. 
Mind if I ask why you are placing such an unusual order?’ 
 
The minister shrugged.  ‘It’s simple. I've accepted a call to 
another church, and the church council told me to leave the 
parsonage the way I found it.’ 
  

The Pianists and Musicians 
  
A long row of black and white keys 
You’d think you could master with ease! 
But blood, sweat, and tears 
And practice for years 
Are needed before one can please! 
  
Yes, singers must be in no doubt 
Musicians don’t simply come out 
To support all we singers 
With those skilful fingers – 
If they did, you know you’d soon shout! 
  
I’m afraid that there’s only one way 
That these people can skilfully play 
In order to wow us 
They practice for hours 
They practice by night and by day! 
  
Next Sunday, when they have played well 
Their music entranced, like a spell 
Set aside what you’ve planned 
And go – shake their hand! 
They won’t know you’re glad ‘less you tell! 
  
By Nigel Beeton 

Why Christians are like pumpkins 
A woman had recently become a Christian and been 
baptised.  Curious, one of her colleagues at work asked her 
what it was like to be a Christian.  

The woman was caught off guard and didn't know how to 
answer.  Then she saw the office ‘jack-o'-lantern’ on a 
nearby desk and blurted: ‘Well, it's like being a pumpkin.’ 

Her colleague asked her to explain that one. And so she 
said: “Well, God finds you and picks you up from the patch 
and brings you in and washes off all the dirt on the outside 
that you got from being around all the other pumpkins.  

“He carefully cuts off the top and takes all the yucky stuff out 
from inside you. He removes all those seeds of doubt, hate, 
greed, and so on.  Then He gives you a new smiling face 
and puts His light inside of you, to shine for all to see.    

‘It is our choice to either stay outside and rot on the vine, or 
come inside and be something new and bright. We can each 
of us smile today, and shine with His light!’ 
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Did you know that half the population of this country is 
financially vulnerable? In fact, England has one of the lowest 
levels of financial capability in the developed world, according 
to the Just Finance Foundation. A good reason why the 
Mustard Seed Appeal has returned for another year. 

The Mustard Seed Appeal was born out of the Archbishop’s 
vision for a fairer, more just and equitable financial system 
that works for all sectors of society. The Appeal, now in its 
third year was founded by the Archbishop, who made the very 
first gift to the appeal, which raises vital funds for the work of 
the Just Finance Foundation. 

The Archbishop shares how the Parable of the Mustard Seed 
relates to the vision of the Just Finance Foundation being a 
place of refuge and support for all who need it.  

With five out of six people who are over-indebted not seeking 
the help they need, there is still much work to be done.   So 
this autumn the Archbishop is inviting Christians across the 
country to send a gift to the appeal, and by doing so, help to 
build financial resilience back into our communities. Visit:  

https://www.cuf.org.uk/appeal/donate-to-the-mustard-seed-
appeal 

Dinner 
Interviewer: ‘If you could have dinner with any person, living 
or dead, who would it be?’ 
Applicant: ‘The living one.’ 

Bow wow! 
‘Doctor, I can hear all kinds of animals talk in my head.’  
‘Well, don't worry,’ said the doctor. ‘You're just having Disney 
spells.’ 

https://www.cuf.org.uk/appeal/donate-to-the-mustard-seed-appeal
https://www.cuf.org.uk/appeal/donate-to-the-mustard-seed-appeal
https://www.cuf.org.uk/appeal/donate-to-the-mustard-seed-appeal
https://www.cuf.org.uk/appeal/donate-to-the-mustard-seed-appeal
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DIARY FOR  OCTOBER 2018 

Monday 1 12.00pm  Funeral of Kathleen Margaret Brenda McDougal (St Cuthbert) 
Wednesday    3       10.00am  Eucharist - Trinity Chapel 
Thursday    4         9.30am  Meditation Group - Trinity Chapel 
              11.00am  1662 Holy Communion - Bubwith Chapel Friday    
    5         7.00pm  Einstein Quiz  - St Thomas Church Hall Saturday  
    6         7.00pm  Harvest Supper—Connect Centre 
  
Sunday 7 Nineteenth Sunday after Trinity 
                                      8.00 am  1662 Holy Communion—St Cuthbert 
                                     10.00am  Harvest Festival Eucharist - St Cuthbert  
            11.00 am  Parish Eucharist - Wookey Hole 
        12.00 noon  Baptism of Hannah Riall 
  
Wednesday 10 10.00am  Eucharist - Trinity Chapel 
                                       2.00pm  Burial of Ashes - Hollands 
Thursday 11   9.45am  Meeting of Berryman Trustees - Trinity Ch 
                                     11.00am  1662 Holy Communion - Bubwith Chapel 
Saturday 13   7.30pm  Military Wives Choir concert 
  
Sunday  14                  Twentieth Sunday after Trinity 
                                    10.00 am  Parish Eucharist followed by the Fairtrade stall - St Cuthbert    
                                     11.00am  Parish Eucharist - Wookey Hole 
    12.00 noon  Baptism of Edith Poppy Dickens 
  
Monday  15         9.30am  LPA Meeting - St Cuthbert 
Tuesday  16         7.30pm  Ladies’ Group Meeting - Lawrence Centre 
Wednesday  17       10.00am  Eucharist - St Cuthbert 
               10.30am  Christmas Card shop opens  
               11.00am  WI Choir rehearsal  
Thursday 18 11.00am   1662 Holy Communion - Bubwith Chapel 
     9.30am  Meditation Group - Trinity Chapel 
Saturday 20   3.00pm  Glaston Bellringing Branch AGM 
  
Sunday 21 Twenty-first Sunday after Trinity 
              10.00am  Parish Eucharist - St Cuthbert  
   11.00am  Matins - Wookey Hole 
    12.00 noon  Baptism of Heidi Pepe - St Cuthbert 
  
Wednesday  24 10.00am  Eucharist - Trinity Chapel 
               11.00am  WI Choir Rehearsal 
Thursday 25 11.00am  1662 Holy Communion - Bubwith Chapel 
                   2.20pm  Blue School Founders’ Day Service 
Saturday  27          1.00pm  Marriage of Alice Rose and Sean McGee 
  
  
Sunday 28 Last Sunday after Trinity 
   10.00am  Parish Eucharist - St Cuthbert  
   11.00am  Parish Eucharist - Wookey Hole 
           12.00 noon  Baptism of Tony Permanond 
  
Wednesday  31       10.00am  Eucharist - Trinity Chapel 
  

NOVEMBER 
Thursday     1         9.30am  Meditation Group - Trinity Chapel 
      11.00am          1662 Holy Communion - Bubwith Chapel 
Saturday 3 9.30-12.30  Angel-making workshop in St Cuthbert 

  
   All Saints Sunday 
Sunday     4        8.00 am  1662 Holy Communion—St Cuthbert 
                10.00am  All Saints’ Sunday - Festal Eucharist (with incense) - St Cuthbert  
           followed by the Fairtrade stall             
       11.00am  Parish Eucharist - Wookey Hole 
                   4.00 pm  Annual Memorial Service - St Cuthbert 

Deadline for Parish News articles : the 12th of each month,  
Please support the advertisers with your custom, and tell 

 them you found them in this magazine. 
To advertise your business in these pages,  

please phone the editor, Bob Haigh, on 01749 677038  
or email bob@thehaighs.me.uk 

Editorial note: 
Views expressed in articles in this magazine are the 
views of the authors, and do not necessarily express 
the views of the Clergy, Churchwardens or PCC of St 
Cuthbert’s Church.

mailto:bob@thehaighs.me.uk
mailto:bob@thehaighs.me.uk

